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Candidate   Yenny  Almonte 

 DBN:  
  

14K084 

14K084 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

We arrived in this country without being able to speak English and we have worked hard to forge 

ahead. I started attending school meetings without knowing the language, and in 2011-2012 I won the 

SLT elections. I later ran for a position on the PTA and held the position from 2012 to 2014. 

Currently, I am a member of a group of parent volunteers with Learning Leaders. I want to continue to 

work for our successors and to ensure that parents practice this slogan: Involved parents in their 

children's education equals successful children. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I arrived in this country in May of 2010 with many dreams. I have three children: Jennifer Suriel who is 

in 9th grade, Ashley Suriel who is in fourth grade (she is an ESL student and a student with an IEP) and 

Johnny Suriel who is in the third grade and is also an ESL student. As a committed mother, I have 

become involved with anything that relates to them. With regards to my education, I'm in my second 

semester of ESL in ASA College. I want to run for a position in the CEC because I want to represent 

all the parents in my community, especially those parents that do not speak English, and particularly for 

our children, so that I can be their voice in our district. 

 

Candidate   Lucy Accardo 

 DBN:  
  

28Q686 

24Q087 

24Q087 

24Q087 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

No 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been part of the Parents Association, School Leadership Team, Community Education Council, 

Chair for the Special Education Committee. I am also a very active member of the community. I help 

raise awareness on the Special Education Process for parents that cannot find their way. I have 4 

children that encompass all of the different student populations. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a mother of four children in the NYC Public Schools and an alumni of only NYC public and 

CUNY schools from age 5 through Graduate School, I am passionate about the fact that children do 

receive an excellent education through the NYC Public School education. I do know that it can be 

overwhelming at first for parents who are not familiar with the NYC Dept Of Education and enjoy 

advocating for parents who want their voice to be heard, but do not know where to begin. Having been 

through that experience with my first child, I know what it feels like to be overwhelmed and lost and 

feel that as a parent, I have limited choices. I am here to teach parents that they have more choices than 

they know and as a parent advocate, that is my role. To pay it forward and encourage parents that their 

voice COUNTS. To create positive change for our education system, to contribute to community and 

our children's future through the Community Education Council. 
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Candidate   Stephanie Alcantara 

 DBN:  
  

10x020 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Keisha Allsop 

 DBN:  
  

19B004 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I worked as a former Co-President for the PTA at P/S/ 190 helping to ensure that our school system 

provided our children with the right activities and academic setting to ensure success and a 

preparedness to move on. I have worked tirelessly for the special needs population students, using my 

organization, United Communities Autism Network, (www.unitedcan.org) which was implemented to 

bring awareness of autism spectrum disorders, to help parents in these communities learn the signs of a 

child with special needs, especially autism which can look different from child to child. I believe in 

working collaboratively throughout the community to ensure the message is heard and did just that. I 

have worked with the 75th precinct, at local health fairs, with faith and community based organizations, 

medical clinics, and clubs, all in an effort to promote an understanding of autism and the rights to an 

education that caters to the child's individual needs. The special needs population is near and dear to 

my heart, because I am a mother of a child with autism and understand that the road can be tough in 

getting the right services for our children and in making sure they experience the fullness of their 

academic journey. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a parent of a special needs child I know some of the frustrations that we often experience trying to 

navigate this very confusing system. As an advisory board member for an autism organization I also 

know some of the issues that are near and dear to our parents heart. It is important that we learn more 

about how Individual Disability Education Act (IDEA) work and how this law enhances our children's 

rights in the academic setting and their ability to thrive. Working with families of children with 

suspected delays has also helped me become more aware of the devastating affects of not advocating for 

our children and working in a collaborative manner within the community to ensure that the right 

supports are in place to help them achieve their highest level of learning possible. I hope to use both 

my personal, volunteer and working experience to help keep us informed of the changes that ultimately 

affect our children 
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Candidate   Amalia Alvarez 

 DBN:  
  

08X119 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been a special education advocate for my 15 and 10 year old sons for the last 13 years. During 

my eldest son's enrollment at the Manhattan Center for Early Learning, I was a class volunteer on my 

days off from work. I also volunteered for two years at More Than A Tutor, an academic program in 

the Bronx. I am currently a Learning Leader volunteer at PS 119. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a parent of three boys ages 15, 10, and 4. My two oldest boys receive special education services. 

During my family’s journey through the IEP process, I developed a passion for education advocacy. I 

strongly believe that every child is entitled to receive the highest quality of education regardless of 

learning style, native language, economic status, or residency. My belief is not limited to grade school 

only (which is the foundation of our education) but also for middle school and high school students. 

We cannot fail these students either. They need our full support as well. We should work on having 

such a strong school community in our district that our children do not have to go outside of our 

borough to receive the safest and highest education available. I have learned through my personal 

experiences that the best way to accomplish this goal is by all parents working together and supporting 

each other. Helping our schools obtain the tools they need to teach our children without restrictions. 

Our schools also need our support and we are their voices. If given the chance to be part of the CEC, I 

am prepared to be the voice for our district as a whole. I look forward to working we all of you. 

 

Candidate   Flor Alvarez 

 DBN:  
  

02M202 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

PTA president at PS 64 Manhattan. SLT board 2012 school of the future. 2014-2015 SLT board 

repatory high school of musical theatre. Active parent volunteer at Boys Club of NY Harriman 

Clubhouse. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I'm an involved parent my dedication is contributed to volunteer work at the schools. My first priority 

are the children then the parents in contribution as liaison with the school. 
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Candidate   Tanweer Sheikh Ansari 

 DBN:  
  

26Q178 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have regularly volunteered at Ronald McDonald House in the past and the INN (soup kitchen). I 

have participated in some PTA meetings. I have also volunteered for VITA to help lower income 

residents file taxes. I was on the Executive Committee for New York State Bar Association for the 

Young Lawyers Section/Corporate Counsel Section (This is a trade association, not a volunteer 

organization though). Additionally, I volunteered via the Nassau County Bar Association for a free legal 

clinic to help homeowners whose homes were being foreclosed on. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have children in the New York City school system, both in special education as well as general 

education, so I have a vested interest in ensuring that the city school system serves the children of the 

community effectively. I myself grew up in Jamaica, Queens and am a product of the public school 

system and all the programs it offers. I have remained involved with different trade and community 

associations to some extent over the years. I have both a MBA and a law degree. I feel that between my 

legal and finance background, I have a lot I can contribute back to the communities and districts. 

Thank you. 

 

Candidate   Glennys Arias 

 DBN:  
  

08X146 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I only volunteer once to a restaurant which I have a certificate for. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My name is Glennys Arias mother of Aliyes Morales. I believe the school system need some to 

improve learning. Teachers and school staff needs a development plan to prevent bullying and bad 

behavior. The kids should also be involved in fun activities to help them learn. Kids are our future and 

they deserve a chance a success. I don't feel they are getting that chance. There needs to be change. I 

love my son and it hurts my heart that he has to deal with half the stuff this school system provides. I 

work to provide for my son I can't always be there educational wise but I still put my best foot forward 

but in order for him or any kid to succeed there needs to be change. Even if I dont get hired I will still 

like to give you my list of suggestions. Us parents are human too and we can't do it all. Especially in my 

area we are poor people trying to be the best parents we can and that can be pretty hard when trying to 

make ends meet. No parent wants to see their child left behind. 

 

Candidate   Paulina Armstrong 

 DBN:  
  

18K576 IEP:  yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I'm currently the Vice-President of the Parent Association at Victory Collegiate High School. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My name is Paulina Armstrong and I'm a parent of a freshman student at Victory Collegiate High 

School. I'm also the Vice President of the Parent Association. 
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Candidate   Raquel  Arriaga 

 DBN:  
  

32K116 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I attend the PTA meetings. I participate in any in or out of classroom events for my son, in the school 

workshops that benefit my son and me. I have volunteered in the classroom. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I'm interested in working with the council to help the community and the parents of the schools. I have 

two children in public schools and I'm interested in participating in different areas that can help me 

learn ways to encourage my children to get ahead in their education. 

 

Candidate   Constance Asiedu 

 DBN:  
  

75X721 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I previously served on the Community Education Council for school district 9. I have served as a Title 

1 representative. I am currently one of the Bronx Representatives on the Citywide Council for High 

School. I am a member of the Bronx UFT Parent Outreach Committee and Literacy Inc. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I want to work to ensure that all children in the New York City public schools are provided with an 

excellent quality education. 

 

Candidate   Cherisse Aytch 

 DBN:  
  

08X375 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I help kids from1 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am involved with my son school an i'm apart of the PTA and i help with the school fund raiser.I also 

help kids with their homworke 

 

Candidate   Martha E Baez 

 DBN:  
  

15K088 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Learning Leaders 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Delynne Baptiste 

 DBN:  
  

29Q015 

29Q015 

29Q015 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a full time working mother of three boys and one girl. My three boys attend PS 15Q. At first they 

used to attend a private Christian school because of my fear of navigating the public school system. 

After realizing that private school is not the best for my children, I transitioned them to public school. 

Immediately, I learned that the best way to help my children(same as in private school) is to 

communicate with their teachers about their progress and their interactions with teachers and peers. I 

joined the DOE email list to get more information within the larger education system to help my 

children. I wish to apply for an education council position to problem solve ways to get more parents 

involve in their children education process. One of the challenge with having children in public school 

is receiving information in a timely manner. Yes we all know the deadline for different grades 

application because it is well advertised, but what about afterschool programs and sports program 

within our district. Where can we find different enrichment program for our children? These are some 

of the issues I hope to solve if I am elected district council. 

 

Candidate   Robert Barnes 

 DBN:  
  

84x387 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Former after school Director 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Very involved in community educational events. 
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Candidate   Malado Barro 

 DBN:  
  

05M388 

05M388 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been active on education issues for 25 years. I have taught school in Africa. I was an assistant 

teacher at an American International School in Bamako, Mali. I also taught high school biology. As a 

student at University of Quebec, I was active with the Student Association. I am also active in the 

African immigrant community in New York. I am a member and leader of African Communities 

Together, a nonprofit that serves African immigrants in New York City. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am running for the Council to help students and parents, especially from my community: immigrants 

from Africa. I notice that many African students and parents are struggling, especially parents who don't 

have much education or don't speak much English. These parents cannot help their kids with their 

homework, which is frustrating for the parents. I see some of these children struggling, working until 

midnight on their homework. The kids get tired and lose their love of learning. I have seen kids fail 

when their parents didn't know they were having problems. I would like to use my education and 

knowledge of the community to explain to parents and be their voice. I would like to find solutions 

where kids can get help doing their homework, and parents can learn how to help their kids. Also, 

many African parents don't go to schools to address their kids' problems, because they don't speak the 

language or they are not comfortable. This gives schools the wrong idea that parents don't care, when 

they just don't know how to get involved. I also think it is important for schools to teach our kids better 

English. Kids need to learn how to speak academic English in school and at work. 

 

Candidate   Shweta Basra 

 DBN:  
  

75Q205 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

No 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I enjoy being a part of my child's education -- I feel happy and contended when I get engaged in her 

educational activities. 
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Candidate   Rebecca Bauer 

 DBN:  
  

15K230 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

For three years, I have been on the board of an organization called United We Stand New York that 

provides advocacy and education for families that have kids with special needs. This organization is a 

community-based parent resource center that serves culturally diverse families who have children with 

disabilities in the Brooklyn and Queens. I am also in the board of The Therapy and Learning Center, 

an early childhood education institution that serves pre-school-age children -- both typical and with 

special needs. This was the first institution to incorporate the inclusion model of education in 

Brooklyn, and is a beacon of hope and advocacy for kids with special needs. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a working mother of three school-age children in Brooklyn. I have advocated for all three in their 

education, to make sure that they get access to anything that their school offers, and have worked 

closely, collaboratively and productively with teachers and school administrations to make sure the 

education needs of each child are met. My middle son has Down syndrome, so I know first hand how 

to mediate between schools and city agencies, how to (nicely) not take no for an answer if needed, and 

to work with my child to make sure he works to meet the expectations that are being asked of him. I'm 

proud to be a member of the NYC DOE family and I would love to help others, if called. 

 

Candidate   Venus Beckles 

 DBN:  
  

84k781 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Venus Beckles: I have 2 son’s one in 1st grade and another in 3rd grade, currently working as a 

Student/Family Liaison with 4 years of experience advocating for a partnership between School and 

Parental Involvement. Bilingual Spanish and English, I held a position in the Parent Association in my 

child’s previous schools (PS. 315K), and I found it to be the most enjoyable and rewarding experience. 

As such, I would like to partake again and be given another opportunity to be fully involved and I will 

be happy to contribute positively to the council. Advocating as a voice for parents/guardians and 

students. Helping to build and promote a healthy, respectful, learning environment will be my number 

one priority. I value education and here is where I can help them to succeed in their academics and 

lives. I believe that parents must partner effectively with teachers and school leaders in order to ensure 

educational success for our children. Promoting diversity and inclusion of all scholar’s is much needed 

at this time in our community. Thank you. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

United we stand, divided we fall. This adage has been with us since generations. As boundaries diffuse 

in this ever-shrinking world, unity becomes even more necessary. Only when we unite to promote good 

education for ALL, can we truly cope with the challenges we face. 
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Candidate   Most Naznin Begum 

 DBN:  
  

28Q182 

28Q182 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am working with the Pre-K children who needs Special Education.It's really very hard to reach their 

IEP goal.Our school mission is to provide the quality education for the children and supportive services 

for their families through nurturing environment.Our staff goal is language,math,science,gross motor 

and fine motor skill,social and emotional development.We have some behavioral issue.We handle it 

by following the behavioral protocol.Pre-school and UPK program are very helpful to the students to 

have them ready for public school.It's really very important. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Teacher Assistant 

 

 

Candidate   Tahmina Begum 

 DBN:  
  

30Q258 

30Q152 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Currently I am in the S L T team, and I am also the vice president in PA at PS. Q,152 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Theresa Belfor-Garcia 

 DBN:  
  

08X182 

08X182 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

While working at Consolidated Edison of New York, I volunteered for the Company's Mentoring 

Program at Washington Irving High. As a mentor, I had the opportunity of looking at life through the 

eyes of a young teenager. For the last four years, I've taught soccer to young children in the summer 

time at the Church of the Revelation in the Bronx. These are but a few of my worthwhile joyful 

experiences with children. 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Jonna Benjamin 

 DBN:  
  

08X093 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Special Education 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am applying to become a volunteer representative for Special Education because so many children 

are in need of services, but many of the schools are not equipped with the needed resources to help 

our children. Many of our children just need a little push to help them along, but unfortunately with the 

way things are going it will not happen. 

 

Candidate   Lisa Bennett-Wells 

 DBN:  
  

29Q251 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have five years expierence working with parents who have childern in need of or already enrolled in 

special education services. I have assisted parents and family's navigate special education services and 

obtain the right services for thier child. I have supported parents with this emotional process while 

educating them on the DOE available special education services and teaching them to advocate for 

themselves. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a parent advocate for special education committee council I bring a wealth of personal knowledge 

from personal experience of having a child that has special education services for the past 3 years. 

However, I also bring a wealth of professional knowledge with a Master's Degree in Clinical Mental 

Health Counseling with a minor in School Counseling. Also my work experience has allowed me the 

chance to support, assist and educate families on the special education services offer by the DOE for 

children ages 3-18. I have experience in engaging families from a wide variety of cultural and 

socioeconomic backgrounds. The combination of my personal and professional experience will make 

me a great advocate and representative for the parents and children of this city that are in need of 

special education services. 

 

Candidate   Gail Best 

 DBN:  
  

84K740 IEP:  No ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Parent of a child with special needs. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I believe that education is one of the most important tools a person can have in life. Every child 

deserves to receive the best education possible, regardless of special needs. I believe that anyone 

working with a special needs child has the responsibility to identify those gifts since they often go 

unnoticed. People often focus on the deficiencies of special needs children, but I feel more attention 

should be focused on their gifts. I believe that understanding diversity is an important skill not only as 

part of a classroom, but as part of a community and a citizen of the world. It's important for families of 

children with special needs to stay well-informed and have the necessary tools to make educated 

decisions about getting the appropriate services for their children. I will be that voice to make a change. 
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Candidate   Yasmine Black 

 DBN:  
  

01M700 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I would just like to help parents make informed decisions while advocating for their children's 

education. 

 

Candidate   Katrina Boatwright 

 DBN:  
  

12X102 

12X102 

12X217 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Hello my name is Katrina Boatwright I'm a mother of five which three of them are currently enrolled in 

public schools in the bronx ny. My two oldest "twins" did not graduate yet and droped out. It was very 

hard getting them in transfer schools either they didn't take students with iep's they didn't have enough 

credits or no room along with many other challenges. I feel i would be a great canidate not just because 

i'm dovoted to my children and believe they deserve the best education I feel that all children deserve 

the best education. 

 

Candidate   Myriame Bonny-Francois 

 DBN:  
  

29Q313 

29Q195 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I was PTA President at PS 195Q July 2013 to December 2014. I used to also volunteer in two different 

classrooms including a Special Education classroom at PS 195Q. I am currently PTA President at my 

son's High School, Benjamin Franklin FIT High School. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am married with children. I live in district 29. I enjoy taking my children to the YMCA for 

recreational classes including basketball, swimming and hiphop dance. 

 

Candidate   Sharon. Brown 

 DBN:  
  

84K704 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Erin Bullock 

 DBN:  
  

18K235 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Bedstuy volunteer ambulance corp I have 2 children that have iep's that also having issues outside of 

school 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I love to be in a position to help where needed I have been an EMT for 2 years and I also love to 

educate people whenever and wherever I can. 

 

 

Candidate   Scott M. Cabot 

 DBN:  
  

22K222 

22K052 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am a retired NYC teacher. In that time I have worked with students from a wide variety of 

socioeconomic, educational and cultural backgrounds. I have worked with general education students, 

special education students, students in alternative educational settings and with adult learners. I've had 

training in school programming, educational data, special education and school discipline policies and 

implementation. I am aware of the many challenges facing our schools and those that our children face. 

and worked tirelessly for years trying to ameliorate those problems. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Although I am a retired teacher I am not beholden to any group, organization or committee. I bring my 

three decades of experience to the table to help to improve the education of our children. I believe that 

all children deserve an opportunity to receive the best possible education, in the best possible 

circumstances and will work to see that becomes a reality for all children. Because I have been a 

teacher and am a parent of school age children I have the seen the school system from a variety of 

perspectives. As a parent it is my job to advocate for my children. As a parent member of the 

Education Council, it is my job to advocate for all the children. I will be an loud, clear and effective 

voice for the parents and children of our city. 

 

Candidate   Myrtelle Cadet 

 DBN:  
  

27Q123 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

At my child school, assist the PA board with fundraising and other activities. Was recently named 

parent of the month for January 2015. Provide free financial workshops in the community. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am interested in this position because as a parent and a member of the community, it is essential to 

participate in the decision of the education of our children so that parents and teachers can be better 

partners. 
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Candidate   Vanessa Caesar 

 DBN:  
  

28Q354 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

As the former program coordinator of the Greater Allen Cathedral, Girls Rites of Passage program, I 

was responsible for planning a 2 year calendar of events for girls ages 13-17. During the years of 2006-

2008, I matched 20 mentors with 25 girls and we interacted in various on site activities as well as off site 

plays and community out reach programs. Currently I am a African dance teacher to over 50 children 

under the age of 10 at the Innervisions Theater Arts Center in Jamaica. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Tiffany Caldwell 

 DBN:  
  

13K307 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Advocate for special needs 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   John Camacho 

 DBN:  
  

75Q752 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been involved with Special Education since my son was 2 years old. I have given speeches and 

welcome statements to new parents who have entered the District 75 System; the last time I did this my 

son was 7 years old. I do believe that more must be done to get parents engaged in their children’s 

education. Most parents, at least those whom I have talked to, do not get involved because they believe 

that there is nothing that can be done to fix the system, and out of frustration they do not participate. I 

believe different. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have been involved with my child's education his entire life. I have seen how the system fails in getting 

parents involved, and as a result, fewer parents attend meetings and what is more notable is that the 

same parents always attend these meetings. There must be more involvement, new blood, new ideas to 

take the system that serves our children with special needs and make it better. There must be a way to 

get more parents involved and make them advocates for our children's rights. I have dealt with all the 

pitfalls of the system from the DOT to school bus accidents and missing paperwork transitioning from 

one school to another. I do believe that setting up a foundation, a different foundation than the one 

exists now, one with long term goals will make a great deal of difference. I do believe that there must be 

a connection between education, activism and advocacy at all levels, particularly for children with 

special needs, those who cannot speak for themselves, who cannot push back; ours are just children 

with the same strength of character and will, as those in general education. Special needs must NOT be 

a limitation, but an opportunity. 
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Candidate   Veronica Campbell 

 DBN:  
  

18K276 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Member of SLT (District 18) Plan and organize meetings, activities, etc Involving parents/students, 

school and community parent of Spec. Educ. and Title 1 participating child familiar with IEP. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Crystal Caraballo 

 DBN:  
  

11X194 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have worked as an assistant teacher at new convent Christian school located in the Bronx. My work 

there was volunteer work but I enjoy every minute of it and I would like to continue educational field. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Leslie A. Caraballo 

 DBN:  
  

HASC IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I joined the Citywide Council on Special Education in 2013. I am a graduate of NYS Partners in 

PolicyMaking and Early Interventions Partners. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am the parent of a student with an IEP. That used to be hard for me to say. I felt like the world ended 

the day my son was diagnosed. Yet, I didn't know that his challenges would change me in the most 

positive ways. I was forced to really look at myselfâ€”what my values were, what kind of heart I 

hadâ€”while also learning all I could about services/education for my child. As I found my way on this 

new path, I realized that a diagnosis is not a death sentence and that education can make all the 

difference in the lives of our kids. Children with IEPs deserve every opportunity to get as much out of 

education as their typical peers. I believe in appropriate supports, settings and services for our kids, in 

parent empowerment, and respect for parents as full members, if not leaders, of their child’s 

educational team. Since joining the CCSE in 2013, I’ve learned a lot from the veteran parents on my 

council and from working with the Office of Student Support and other stakeholders. As Secretary, I 

created our CCSE website, maintain our Facebook, and chaired our "Turning 5" meeting for the past 2 

years. I would love the opportunity to continue supporting parents and working to make positive 

changes in special education. 
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Candidate   Vanessa Carrion 

 DBN:  
  

14K018 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I attended a lot to the PTA Meeting in my Son's school. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Lolly Margoriel Castillo 

 DBN:  
  

11X103 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

 

Candidate   Nikki Clark 

 DBN:  
  

05M302 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I would like to be apart of NYC parent leaders organization because I believe that its serves great 

purpose. I have been raising my sister and brother since 2003 and believe that a good support system is 

needed. If chosen I will bring leadership, teamwork and commitment. This is a program that is 

beneficial to all parents/guardians as myself. It also will ensure to the children that we as 

parents/guardians are serious about their education and will take all measures to make sure that they 

receive the best. 
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Candidate   Eileen Connelly-Garcia 

 DBN:  
  

20K104 

20K264 

IEP:  No 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am a parent that has just began the IEP process and the transition into Special Education. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I currently have 3 children enrolled in the NYC Public School System. Two who transitioned from the 

Catholic School System 2 years ago and 1 that is currently transitioning into the Special Education 

program. My children are in high school, finishing elementary and the last just finished her first IEP 

evaluation in the first grade. Needless to say I have my hands full. But I believe I can offer insight and 

represent those that are new to the NYC Public School System. As I stated, I am also beginning the 

Special Education Process for the first time. I'd especially like to share and contribute my knowledge 

and experiences to the 2015 NYC Educational Council. 

 

Candidate   Tiajuana Cooper 

 DBN:  
  

02M551 

03M307 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

For over 15 years, I have volunteered, mentored and worked as a Case Manager in low income and 

impoverished communities. As a Case Manager at the Belmont academy which is located in East New 

York Brooklyn, I had the opportunity to work with students who exhibited violent behavior, truancy, 

Learning Disabilities, Gang Affiliation, substance abuse issues and etc. In this capacity, I counseled and 

provided services to enhance students academic experience and progress. I co facilitated 

workshops/seminars on issues effecting students academic progress, parenting skills, outreach/ 

resources and etc. in addition, I partnered with Project Redirect and successfully helped several 

students forgo gang affiliations. as a mentor at the Harriet Tubman Charter School, I helped to co 

create a mentoring program young women. In this capacity, I with the help of teachers and a social 

worker, met with 15 to 20 female students to discuss and create action plans to address issues they were 

facing. In addition, to participating in community events and outings. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As the mother of 10, I understand the importance of being support system and role model for youth. 

Over the past 15 years, I devoted myself to mentoring troubled youth within the NYC public school 

systems. In my capacity as a mentor and case Manager, one of my greatest accomplishments was to 

successfully mediate a truce between revile gangs in the East New York section of Brooklyn. My 

commitment for the betterment of youth earned the highest level of respect among adolescences and 

the community. I am continuously contributing my expertise to the advancement of Youth by 

empowering youth to embrace their stories, articulate their vision and step boldly into their purpose. 

 

  



 

            

2015 NYC Education Council Elections 

Candidate Profiles for  

Citywide Council on Special Education 

 

Visit NYCParentLeaders.org Page 17 of 86 

Candidate   Ave Cormier 

 DBN:  
  

31R460 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have acquired over 18 years of work and community experiences through NYC Administration for 

Children's Services. The specific population were Abused and Neglected Children. The cases that were 

reported to the hotline was 97% accurate. Children was being abused physically and mentally. Also, a 

lot of Educational neglect was in these homes. The community has a role in either using their resources 

to help and/or advocate for services to rebuild their community. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a single parent with a son turning 17 in April. My son, Tyrone has made Honor Roll, the last 3 

years. I feel that being a parent is more than just giving birth. I enrolled Tyrone in a special school 

setting at age 2, with bus services. The services were needed and was out of my community. In addition, 

I was able to create n play in Basketball events in my community, and on my job. I have shared these 

stages in my life to make these points. I maintain 5 principals in my life. 1.God 2.Humbleness 

3.Respect 4.Education 5.Community. I am confident that serving on a Council would be conducive to 

personal and professional development. 

 

Candidate   Julian Cortez 

 DBN:  
  

24Q071 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

none 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Nora Costello 

 DBN:  
  

32k376 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

School leadership team, parent Association volunteer, learning Leaders. As a parent involved in my 

child's education, I think that I play an important role in my childs education and will like to continue 

to be invloved in the decision making process in the department of education. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a parent involved in my child's education, I think that I play an important role in my childs 

education and will like to continue to be invloved in the decision making process in the department of 

education. I have been involved in School leadership team, parent Association volunteer, learning 

Leaders. 
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Candidate   Susan Ashland Crowson 

 DBN:  
  

03M417 

CIB 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I've been involved with a myriad of parent leadership. PTA President (2 yrs) in Pre-K/8 trilingual 

school, secretary of D2 Presidents Council, 2nd Vice Chair and secretary of CPAC, and another 2 

years at CPAC as a â€œmember at largeâ€•. School activities include Chairs of Scholastic Book Fair, 

class parents... lunch room volunteer, Board of Go Project, acting as treasurer for 4 of those years. I’ve 

spent many years on the Board of the (GVLL) coordinating picture day, trophy day for over 800 

baseball players. I was also active with DUSC, acting as a division coordinator as well as coordinating 

picture day. My special education experience goes back to my study as a music therapist where I 

worked with both children and adults with a myriad of challenges. It was an amazing gift for me and I 

truly loved being with those that needed an advocate. Whether it be helping them learn a new 

technique for a life skill, or providing a smile and a hug. Letting them know that someone â€œhad their 

backâ€•. My advocacy continued with church/community work with organizations such as Habitat for 

Humanity and Special Olympics, Ronald McDonald House, FISH, International Students. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Being blessed with 2 energetic boys w/ ADHD, I have spent most of their lives on a search for 

appropriate support & school placements. My older son moved from Gen Ed, ICT class. 4th grade he 

was placed in a dysfunctional 12:1. He kept up thanks to GO Project. 12:1 kids were placed by 

availability, not by needs. Special Ed reform an appropriate learning environment. He was without. 

Many others are without. I know first hand that there isn't a voice for these families. I want to take my 

knowledge of the system, and under-standing of the needs of challenged learners: give a voice to 

families of kids w/ needs our schools aren’t providing; for kids in gen ed w/ IEP’s that aren’t getting 

services; D75 kids who don’t have space to learn, and those parents that have to send their kids to 

residential schools. The emotional & financial burdens that these families endure need to be 

recognized. The system needs to change. I want to be a voice for all kids and parents. I want my boys to 

know that I’ll keep pushing to make their learning experience the best that it can be. 

 

Candidate   Janice Cruz 

 DBN:  
  

11X532 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Served 4 years in S.L.T. , P.T.A volunteer and currently S.L.T. recorder/ secretary and P.T.A Vice 

President of C.A.S.T.L.E. Middle School. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a Parent of a Junior in High School who will be graduating in 2016 and former C.A.S.T.L.E 

alumni. My second son currently in 6th grade attends C.A.S.T.L.E. Middle School. If the voice of 

parents are truly being heard. I want to be that voice. As a team player I want our children to succeed 

and get the instruction they truly deserve to be productive citizens and know that they have all the 

necessary tools to accomplish their goals without prejudice or disconcern toward their full potential. 

Together we can collaborate to make endless possibilities for these young minds to grow and create a 

brighter future for the little ones to come. 
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Candidate   Tamara Cruz 

 DBN:  
  

09X419 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I currently work as a Case Manager for a CBO known as BronxWorks at Jordan L.Mott 22 in the 

Bronx for the past 8 years in 2 different programs an attendance drop prevetion and currently a 

violence prevention program. My work expierence as a Case Manager is 13+ years experience in 

working in educational school setting I am adept in student support, assessment, and care plan. 

Moreover, while my on the job experience has afforded me a well rounded skill set, including first rate 

leadership and analytical abilities, I excel at: â€¢ Conducting individual and group sessions with at risk 

students. â€¢ Educating students, families and community about topics such as bullying, cyber bully, 

violence prevention, relationships, drugs, sex, and truancy. â€¢ Collaborating effectively with all school 

support team members. â€¢ Respond to student crisis, family and school request quickly 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have a passion for helping &making changes in the inner-city educational community & community 

overeall. I have 13+ years of experience of counseling and working with at risk children & youth and 

families in an educational and community based setting. I enjoy the work I do its rewarding to know 

your helping to bring positive a changes in the same community you was once raised in. 

 

Candidate   Christina Cruz 

 DBN:  
  

04M146 

04M037 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My interest is more of the special education sector. My son is a child with LD he is 6 years old. I 

struggle day to day trying to find a school and teachers that can and will have the capability to deal with 

him. I feel the board of ed should focus more on children with Special needs the way it is focused on 

general ed. The testing for these kids is hard because they do not understand the work, If my son has to 

test as reguler ed children why cant he attend a class setting with reg ed kids. Better and further training 

is needed for teachers dealing with special needs kids. 

 

 

Candidate   Kevin Cummins 

 DBN:  
  

13K282 

84x752 

IEP:  No 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Boy Scouts of America Scoutmaster helping develop boys in character and service. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Education is the Civil Right Issue of the future it will balance those who are prepared. 
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Candidate   Sylvia Daley-Gayle 

 DBN:  
  

31R440 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

i have volui have worknteer at my daughter and son middle school,i have accompany students on field 

trips,i was a early childhood teacher in the country of my birth jamaica (for over fours years).i work at 

polling stations during elections. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I now worked in the health field where I take care of children and adults, I understand the need for 

patience with children that has special needs, Its very rewarding for me to be a voice for children or any 

one whose voice cant be heard or who have something to say but dont really know how to put it words 

on how they want it said.children are the future so it important for them to be understood. 

 

Candidate   Sheryl Davis 

 DBN:  
  

13K483 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I was elected to fill a vacant seat on the Citywide Council on Special Education in November 2014, 

prior to becoming a member of the CCSE I was a PTA President and Vice President of my children's 

Elementary School,My daughter Elizabeth was evaluated in the third grade as having a disability, going 

to IEP meetings at the CSE caused myself and other parents to form a support group at the school to 

help parents through what oftentimes can be an arduous and overwhelming experience. I also sat on 

the SLT at Brooklyn College Academy where my other child attends, I volunteer at the Community 

Partnership of E.N.Y as a Community Rep. I serve as a support for families and furnish those families 

with resources who have become involved with the Administration for Childrens Services. I took an 

early retirement package from Consolidated Edison to become easily accessible to my children, their 

schools, and to my community. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have acquired knowledge over the years from workshops, meetings, and personal research, I continue 

to obtain the best education for my children, while also ensuring that parents have access to information 

that meets their specific needs. I have accomplished this by collaborating, with such individuals or 

groups who have insight and knowledge, then disseminating the information by running and being 

elected to the PTA in the Vice, President or President capacity, serving on an SLT, forming grass root 

groups of parents in the schools to which my children attend, becoming a recent member of the CCSE. 

and joining CBO'S that strengthen our communities through family and young people. I am passionate 

about the success of all of our children, they need to be college, career and/or ready to transition from 

Special Education to a life-affirming future with all needed services in place. My vision is to remain on 

the CCSE as a voice to gather and obtain information from parents as to what is working and what is 

not, review policy, discuss with co-members, and submit recommendations, while circulating 

information to parents. for the best outcomes possible for all children. 
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Candidate   Ingrid Dawson 

 DBN:  
  

12X536 

12X536 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I'm currently the PTA President of P.S. 536, Im the Vice- President of District 12 Presdent's counicil 

I'm also a SLT member 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I understand the struggle, I live the struggle! 

 

Candidate   Amber Decker 

 DBN:  
  

22K217 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

IEP, CSE,CPSE 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Extensive knowledge about the special education process. 

 

Candidate   Alcir S. Desa 

 DBN:  
  

26Q041 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I HAVE BEEN A MINISTER AND COUNSELOR FOR STUDENTS IN MY COMMUNITY 

CHURCH FOR 10 YEARS. ALSO WORKING AS A CHAPLAIN AND VOLUNTEER 

TEACHER. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

Candidate   Trudi Dewilder 

 DBN:  
  

84M100 

84M100 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

My children attend a mainstream school with a high functioning ASD program within it. This gives me 

good visibility on how effective well planned inclusion programs can be. I have also been on hand to 

help many friends navigate through EI, CPSE and Turning 5 as well as being an active member of 

popular online special needs communities. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a parent of two children with special needs, I have been part of the special needs child community 

here in NYC for three years. Like most parents in my position, I didn’t anticipate being part of this 

particular community but had to learn the ropes quickly. I have navigated and advocated through Early 

Intervention, CPSE and most recently the Turning 5 process. I believe with more input from special 

needs parents NYC can go beyond what is â€˜free and appropriate’ and achieve a truly great special 

education system for our children. 
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Candidate   Alberto Di Fabrizio 

 DBN:  
  

13K133 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

DOE Parent Member. I help parents to understand they rights and how to expect from the IEP 

meetings and the evaluation process also wich are the appropriate services for their children. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Hi my Name is Daniel Di Fabrizio an my inspiration is my son Samuel who encourage me to help 

children in needs. I strongly believe that children with special needs are part of our culture and future 

not only in NY and the United States but also around the world. I love the opportunity to help to 

protect the children from bureaucracy and obstacles to have the services they deserve., Yet many 

children in need around New York City do not get a quality education where they can learn, develop 

and participate in our society. 

 

Candidate   Yenni Diaz 

 DBN:  
  

75M811 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I'm part of the council member at the housing settlement call Semi-perm. Direct the planning and 

execution of events meetings, fundraising events. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I will do my best to create an environment that supports teachers and school leaders in engaging 

parents and support for parents so that they can be effective advocates for their children and their 

children’s school. 

 

Candidate   Naima Dounas 

 DBN:  
  

20K205 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

 

Candidate   Tamisha Dunn 

 DBN:  
  

11x144 

11X076 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

I participate in any meeting ,IEP,Parent teacher conference. 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Kisha Dyer 

 DBN:  
  

14K318 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

My name is Kisha Dyer and all 4 of my kids have an IEP. I had two kids in Special Education and one 

was mainstreamed out and is now on his way to collage. My other two who just receive special 

education services . All my kids are doing amazing I'm a proud advocate of special education. It has 

help all of my children be successful in they on way. I also had the great opportunity to be able to join 

the PTA for 4 years ,sit on the SLT and be a learning leader at P.S 147. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My name is Kisha Dyer and I want to express how I love to be part of the school community and help 

make a difference and any way I can. I'm a team player and a strong advocate for the kids. 

 

Candidate   Debbra Edwards 

 DBN:  
  

13k340 

17k189 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I used to work in after school programs from 2003 to 2014. So I have numerous years of experince. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Sonja Edwards 

 DBN:  
  

75K225 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

I attend school PTA meetings and am a former public school teacher. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

Candidate   Osariemen Elcock 

 DBN:  
  

13K595 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am very involved in my childrens education. I've worked with special needs children for five years as a 

1 to 1 paraprofessional. I have just completed the training for special education parent advocate which 

taught me to help parents understand their childs IEP. I am also a parent volunteer at my sons school 

and serve as the Title I Co-Chair Person. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I believe that every parent should be involved in their child's education. It's important that as parents we 

gain all the knowledge we can in order to take advantage of all opportunities that can be offered to our 

children. We need to learn how to support not only our own children but all those that need our help 

within the community. I will try to be the voice of those that may not be able to speak loud enough to 

be heard. 
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Candidate   Lintonia Emmanuel 

 DBN:  
  

17K705 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Marie Claire Estime 

 DBN:  
  

03M861 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I attended college for early childhood/ elementary education and psychology. In 2007 I participated in 

the Summer in the City and had 100 hours of service in Progress High School. I am involved with my 

children's schooling and am in contact with their teachers as far as their progress and what I can do to 

make it better. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I feel that all students should have the equality of education and never be left behind regardless to 

where they are educationally. Before I found out that my son needed services I thought his speech was 

fine and going to speed. It was then that I learned that he did not have enough words in his little 

language to qualify him as normal progression. Even though I taught him how to spell his name, all the 

letters of the alphabet and numbers, there was more needed. With the help of his doctor and myself we 

made sure that at the age of 2 he did not get lost in the system and was always on top of his services 

yearly. I want to help assure that all children are current with services and nothing gets overlooked. 

 

Candidate   Lanamimi Ferrer 

 DBN:  
  

15K169 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

PTA member for the past 2 years SLT member for the past year Volunteer for Learning Leaders 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I would like to represent all the children that have an IEP so that all children may receive equal services 

which are petitioned by parents, including parents of minority students. I would like to bring more 

services to our district for example autistic children, hyperactive, learning dificulties (ATD) and better 

prepared teachers. 
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Candidate   Fidel Fidelis 

 DBN:  
  

10X188 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I was a substitute teacher with Jersey City Board of Education,NJ for 10 years starting from 1992-2005. 

As a substitute teacher, I worked with disabled students who were speech impaired . I helped through 

community effort to develop educational programs suitable to their needs like learning to use the 

braille. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am aware of the responsibilities that go with the job. Having to serve a community in Bronx where 

most children live in poverty requires a high degree of pride and honesty. My son is part of the 

community that I am interested in representing in Bronx. I will place their interests above personal 

goals if given the opportunity to serve . 

 

Candidate   Neyda I.M. Franco 

 DBN:  
  

07X704 

07X704 

07X704 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

During the past 30 years I have given my heart and soul to my South Bronx Community. As an 

advocate for the legal educational right of parents & children. As a community worker, as PA/PTA 

executive elected member, Parent Member on IEP mtgs., suspensions hearing, housing court 

advocated, CEC#7 elected IEP member, CCHS Bx. elected member, and making sure that our parents 

& their children rights are not taken away, no matter if they are ELL, Special Ed., General Ed., and 

disable. As an advocated for our Bronx Communities, & our children I have an open phone policy, 

everyone shares my number if they need help no matter whatever their needs are. If I cannot help I will 

help the parents get a clear direction to help them. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am the mother of seven children, the grandmother of 14 and godmother of 10. This is the reason why 

I stay involved in the school system. This does not include my extend families in the South Bronx 

Community. I was educated in the South Bronx, my children are and were educated in the South 

Bronx, and now my grandchildren are being educated in the South Bronx. This is a very important 

investment for me and my family. The educational rights, support services, as well as the social and 

emotional status of my children and community. "It takes a village to educated our children as well as 

our families, this is my believe which keep me involved. 

 

 

Candidate   Denise  Garcia 

 DBN:  
  

10x209 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I attend the monthly PTA meetings and all of the meetings that the school holds to discuss its issues 

and its students. My child has an EIP and I am deeply involved with his speech and OT therapies. In 

addition, I have been carefully following his development along with his teachers and the school’s 

Special Education Department, not only in this school but also in the ones he has attended before. 

Personal 
Statement 

I have a bachelor’s degree in Psychology with an MBA from my country, as well as other studies and 

work experience related to my educational background. 
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Candidate   Johanna Garcia 

 DBN:  
  

06M187 

06M187 

06M187 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Currently, President of D6 President's Council, 2nd year as VP for School PTA for a K-8 school, 

Previous Executive Member of Barack Obama Democratic Club, County Committee Member. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Today’s DOE is making notable gains in making parents’ voices an active part of shaping policies and 

charting the course of the largest education system in the country. I would like to play my part in 

supporting these efforts by serving on the CEC on behalf of all families. A product of public education, 

I am also a graduate of NYU, where I became the first member of my family to complete college. A 

native of Washington Heights, I was born to proud immigrant parents, who always instilled in me the 

values of hard work and discipline. These values have been integral in my persistent commitment to 

give back to my community through public education, sound policy and vital services. As Chief of Staff 

to former Council Member Robert Jackson, I served as second in command in the government office 

and became intimately aware of the billions of dollars owed to our school system as a result of 

Campaign for Fiscal Equity lawsuit. As a single parent committed to public education, I am now in my 

second year as VP of my children’s school PTA, where I also serve as Chair of the Advocacy 

Committee and was elected to serve as President of D6 Presidents Council. I plan to help ensure every 

child receives equal access to a quality public education. 

 

Candidate   Faguenston Gilsaint 

 DBN:  
  

17K091 

17K181 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Today I can proudly say that I become a relentless advocate for my children and the other families of 

district 17 -because of my serving as a member of C.E.C 17 for the past two years. It has been an 

awesome and humbling experience. i served on the Committee on special education and I was 

instrumental to many informative workshops for parents of children with (IEP). 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I became a Community Education Council member because I was looking for answers and ways to 

help my children. It has been an awesome journey. I learned so much about different resources and 

programs and ways to help me cope with a child with special needs. for an L parent like myself it was 

even more difficult to understand the inner workings of the D O E without proper guidance. As the 

PTA president of PS181 I understood the importance of diversity in a forever changing demographics.- 

we hosted a successful diversity breakfast which was attended by members of the community from 

diverse background. I want to continue this journey toward a better tomorrow for my children and the 

other children of the district. 
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Candidate   Iris Gomez 

 DBN:  
  

05M125 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Parent of a two children with Special Needs. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a parent of Children with Special Needs it is very important for everyone to be involved. Educating 

our Children is not a "luxury" but a "Right." Our Children and Parents should not be made to feel as if a 

favor is being done to them. These are tomorrows Leaders, Artist, Managers, Teachers and they need 

to know that People Care. That despite their circumstances they too can learn and be PRODUCTIVE 

MEMBERS of Society and not a burden. There should be Road Maps implemented that Help Parents 

along with the arduous journey. Everyone Should Be Involved. 

 

Candidate   Wanda L Gray 

 DBN:  
  

22K245 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Pamela Green 

 DBN:  
  

Greenburg 

Graham Free 

District 

IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

none 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I'm 50 years old single mother raising my last child with special needs. My personal struggle was getting 

my child in a great school for children with special needs in NYC and was turned away from every one 

because of my son special needs & I had to place my child in school in Westchester. Also we need 

more after school programs for children with all kinds of special needs. My wish would be for every 

parent that has a child with special needs get the assistant they require specifically for their child's needs 

without the run-around. It's hard raising children nowadays, and especially harder for the parents who 

has children with special needs. Unity, Commitment, Support and Love... Thanks 

 

  



 

            

2015 NYC Education Council Elections 

Candidate Profiles for  

Citywide Council on Special Education 

 

Visit NYCParentLeaders.org Page 28 of 86 

Candidate   Princess Green 

 DBN:  
  

84K362 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Parent Adovocate for child with IEP Childrens ministry within church 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am very paasionate about the independent and educational development of each child as a whole. 

Being elected will give me the opportunity to actively help parents and students 

 

Candidate   Benjamin Greene 

 DBN:  
  

13K003 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Ensuring that all children receive a quality education is my passion, I have been advocating for NYC 

public school children for over 20 years through many different avenues. I am a current a member of 

District 13 District Leadership Team. I sit on the School Leadership Team and I chair the Title 1 

Parent Advisory Council at one of my children school. I am a current member of CEC 13, and a 

current member of Chancellor Parent Advisory Council. I sit on the Chancellor’s Citywide Steering 

Committee for Title 1. I sit on a Statewide Committee for Title 1. I served on PA/PTA, Presidents 

Council for several years, I advocate for children with special needs. I also facilitated training and 

trained other parents in becoming parent leaders for the best interest of children. I empower and 

engage parents to get involved in their children education. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Representing District 13 has been an honor. I bring a wealth of knowledge to the table as well as being 

a team player in getting things done for the district. I believe in training other parents and bringing them 

on board in advocating for the district and the families of district 13. In the past 8 years I have grown in 

my endeavors in advocating for parents on many different levels. District, City and Statewide. . I know 

that communicating with the parents of the district and city is vital in the work that the CEC's currently 

do. I believe that everyone has a say and their voice should be heard. I know that in my duties as a 

CEC member I will represent the parents who elected me to advocate on their behalf. I am transparent 

and believe in sharing information to ensure that everyone has a say within the district. Transparency is 

something I believe that all elected and appointed CEC members should practice it ensures that the 

district is involved in the welfare of all schools, parents and children. Ensuring that we are advocates for 

their well-being. 

 

Candidate   Anthony Grillo 

 DBN:  
  

02M234 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

My organization has provided speech therapy services for over a decade to both preschool and school 

age children with IEPs attending both district and charter DOE schools. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

To better understand the related service process and hopefully facilitate changes that would benefit 

both the NYC school system and the children in need of these therapies. 
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Candidate   Fe Maria  Guerrero 

 DBN:  
  

84Q321 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

 

Candidate   Candice Guy 

 DBN:  
  

13K009 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am a member of New York Cares and when the time permits I serve as a volunteer in various 

communities of need. I have also participated in community events with Mayor Bill De Blasio. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Parents are vested in their children's futures and would like to see progression and change in the school 

system for the better. Being a parent of children in special and regular education has provided me the 

knowledge of some of the hardships parents face trying to navigate the educational system. They may 

have hurdles in understanding the ins and outs of the edcautional system and may need additional 

assistance to feel more welcomed. If given the chance I can attempt to bridge the gap of 

communication bewteen school staff and parents. In a time where cut backs have severly affected these 

programs P.S 9 hasencourage the development of these skills in the students and promote for parental 

attendance. In working in my community on an educational level, I can also learn new innovative 

techniques from parents, school staff, and the community as a whole in hopes of continuing to work 

together more effectively. 
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Candidate   Michael Haas 

 DBN:  
  

03M199 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

During the two years that my daughter attended PS199 I served on the school's Diversity Committee. 

The purpose of this committee was to hold events that exposed the community to cultures and 

populations that were outside the mainstream of American Society. Some of these events included 

book discussions about individuals with disabilities, children with same sex parents, adopted children of 

different races. We also held a few fairs that promoted cultures from different parts of the world, Sub-

Sahara, Pacific Rim, Middle Eastern. Currently I am working with my daughter’s current school on 

setting up a parent’s association. The association, which would be the school’s first, will be hosting an 

annual event for the families as well as planning meetings for future events. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am the father of three children. My oldest, son age 23, is severely autistic and received services 

through the NYC Department of Education (DOE) from ages 3 to 21. During the time that he was in 

school, I attended parent’s meetings to discuss activities for the students. When he was 15 I started to 

attend planning meetings for his transition into adulthood, this included both finding him an 

appropriate day program and residential setting. I joined the Residential and Day Committees at 

AHRC. My second child, daughter age 20, attended public schools in NYC, PS199, The Computer 

School, and Stuyvesant HS. During her school years I attended the parent’s meetings and other similar 

events. My youngest child, daughter age 12, is adopted from Ethiopia at age 6, until then she had never 

attended school so she was behind academically to most of her peers. Due to this, she has been 

receiving special education services from the NYC DOE. Because of my son, I was familiar with IEP 

process and the services that were available. As a parent with two special needs children, I can 

understand the frustration of the whole process. I certainly know about the IEP meetings and what 

services are available through the City. 

 

Candidate   Kedisha Hall 

 DBN:  
  

11X181 

11X181 

11X121 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I volunteer with each of my children school in various activities. 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Jody Harkavy 

 DBN:  
  

21K239 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am the PA president of the TBS Hebrew school 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My son has Asperger Syndrome. Because he seems bright, many did not think he had issues. So I 

fought for his services. I want to help insure they continue and help others so they don't have similar 

issues. 

 

Candidate   Margaret L. Harper 

 DBN:  
  

31R373 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been an Adoptive/Foster Mother since March 4, 2004 (11 years). I presently care for 

Special/Exceptional/Therapeutic children and have always been an avid participant concerning their 

IEP. I have fostered Black, African-American, Hispanic, and Caucasian children in my home. While 

attending the College of Staten Island (CSI) for my Bachelor's Degree in English Writing, I worked as a 

teaching scholar at IS 49 through a work-study program and also as a Tutor-Mentor at Port Richmond 

HS through CSI's Liberty Partnership Program. I've always worked to help children get better grades 

regardless of their learning or other personal challenge. I graduated Cum Laude in 2010 and started 

working towards a Masters Degree in Education but dropped out because my children needed me to 

be there for them as their school and life advocate. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a senior (63yrs. old) with a no-nonsense but vibrant attitude; I enjoy getting the job done with as 

less stress as possible. I enjoy helping less fortunate families, adults and children alike. I live in Public 

Housing so I am not removed from hundreds of families with children who are sometimes in desperate 

need of direction in educational process. Families who are connected makes for a strong community. 

I'm the kind of person who sees a need or problem and tries her best to solve it. If I can't solve it on my 

own I am not too proud to ask for help from others who can (It takes a Village!). I LOVE TO SEE 

FAMILIES SUCCEED! Sitting on one of my two chosen councils will even better connect me to my 

children and advocate for them and children like them. 

 

Candidate   Ann Hawkes 

 DBN:  
  

18X219 

18X219 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

while attending kings borough community college i participated in as a student teacher . my job was to 

work in a public school with kindergarten children in a inclusion setting class. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

i am a hard working devoted, future educator. i am currently enrolled in Brooklyn College studying to 

receive my BA in early childhood education. i recently graduate in 2014 with my AS from kings 

borough community college. i am a perfect candidate for the position with my knowledge in the field 

on education. 
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Candidate   Eupholia Hayward 

 DBN:  
  

01M330 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been parent volunteer at my daughter school. I have serve on the PTA at my daughter school 

and also volunteer at her Saturday program 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have a 10 year old special needs child who has have an IEP since Pre-K. I have work closely with her 

school helping develop her growth. Also I have been a parent volunteer and share my other knowledge 

with other parents that I have learn over the years. 

 

Candidate   Ildaura Heleno 

 DBN:  
  

30Q141 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Currently I am one of the coordinators of the Youth Ministry of Saint Teresa "Troopers of Faith" in 

Woodside, Queens. Our Youth Ministry just had its second year anniversary in which we celebrated 

with one of our annual retreats. I also serve as a parish council and a CCD teacher in Saint Teresa, 

where I provide religious education to various students where sometimes there might be a child with a 

little learning disability. I have been involved in Saint Teresa for over four years.. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Dear Council I am applying for this candidacy because I would enjoy being part of this leadership. It 

will be important to play a major role in making a change in our children's education. I know that given 

the opportunity through my personal and professional experience I will be a great asset to this council. 

I look forward to meeting with you. Respectfully, Ildaura Heleno 

 

Candidate   Kathy Z Herra 

 DBN:  
  

25Q129 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I participating in every even for the school and PTA meeting 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My son Jonathan receive Speech and OT. We are happy for the hard work that my son receive from 

every teacher's at Q129. 
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Candidate   Wendy L. Hewlett 

 DBN:  
  

88x808 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

CB11- Youth and Education Committee, where I served as member and vice-chair. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Born and raised in the Northeast section of the Bronx, I am an entrepreneur, student and mother of a 

beautiful 5 year old son. My passion for social and economic justice is demonstrated in my 

commitment to Affordable Housing and Community Development. I received Bachelors of Science 

from Berkley College with a degree in Criminal Justice. Currently I attend Columbia University where I 

am pursuing a Masters in Construction Administration. In 2009 I started Lakshmi Management Corp, 

which is a real estate development management consulting company. We assist developers with 

relocation and tenant matters, finding solutions to difficult situations - we are the fixers. I am active on 

several boards within Harlem Community Board Chair a Housing Development Fund Corporation. 

Board Member on the Harlem Dowling Westside Center for Children and Family Services; and 

Community Board Member of 11 â€“ Chair of the housing committee. My company is a certified 

MWBE. I am a licensed sales representative and Registered in Apartment Management certified. I am 

also a members of Prince Hall Order of Eastern Star and The New York State Daughters of Elks 

 

 

Candidate   Norma Heyward 

 DBN:  
  

27Q351 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I currently participate in School Leadership Teams (SLTs) my participation plays a significant advisory 

role regarding the development and review of the school’s Comprehensive education Plan and 

alignment of the school-based budget to the CEP;Which outlines the goals and priorities for the school. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Stefanie Hill 

 DBN:  
  

12X129 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Volunteer at MS 129 with Parent Coordinator, Member at St. Martin of Tour Church, member of 

Black Catholic Family Guild, attends 48 Precent Monthly Community Meetings 

Personal 
Statement 

 

It takes a village to raise the future citizen which consist of our youth. The youth today need the 

support from parents, teachers, mentors, community leaders and politicians to help guide them 

through education, community service, volunteering, and work experience to be prepared for college 

and the world of work. Working with youth is very important and I have a passion for working with 

youth to help them succeed with their educational and vocational needs. The youth are the future and 

we must help prepare them for college and fulfilling their career goals. 
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Candidate   Charlyn A. Hilliman 

 DBN:  
  

02M116 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a parent of three children. My older children are college age and were both in gifted and talented 

programs throughout their compulsory education experience. My youngest son is completely different. 

He has learning challenges and navigating his education experience has become my calling. I am 

educator myself and I find myself struggling to help my son because I am unprepared and 

overwhelmed at the prospect of educating a child who requires special education services. I strongly 

believe that if I am having such a difficult time navigating the education of my child, and I am an 

educator and someone who has completed her entire education in the New York City public school 

system (Grade 1 through my PhD from the City University of New York), how can parents who are not 

as comfortable traversing the complex system here help their children. I would like to be the voice for 

all parents who have children with learning disabilities and the voice for the children who need 

assistance 

 

Candidate   Rockel Holmes 

 DBN:  
  

23K165 

23K165 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

None 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I like to learn information that I know my children's and school will benefit from. 
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Candidate   Alleyne Hughley 

 DBN:  
  

28Q690 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been on the Parent Teacher Association/Parent Association (PTA/PA) as Treasurer for 1 year 

during elementary school. After that I have held the title as President from elementary through middle 

school. I have been a Learning Leader for over 8 years. For the past 2 years I have served on the 

Citywide Council on High Schools first 6 mos. as the Queens Representative, then as the President and 

Queens Representative. I have been involved in my community basketball youth group for the past 

three years, first as the Treasurer and now as the Vice President. I have trained to advocate in which I 

can help Parents with the IEP process. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a passionate person when it comes to the students of the NYC public school system. I believe all 

students should have the right to an appropriate education. I strongly believe in advocating for parents 

and their children. I have had the opportunity over time to learned how to advocate for them and I 

enjoy helping them through the education process. It would be my pleasure to continue advocating for 

all parents and students. I was only getting started during the 2013-2015 term. Vote for me and I will do 

my very best to teach others and to make sure the students and the parents of NYC public schools 

voices are heard and the students receive everything they are suppose too. Right now I am working on 

FREE LUNCH FOR ALL STUDENTS Campaign and I hope to see it to completion. 

 

Candidate   Hebatalla Ibrahim 

 DBN:  
  

30Q301 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been a former community council in D30, I have been an SLT member., a member in Zone 

126 , a member in NY immegration reform , participate with some activities in improving schools. . 

ALso ; I am a current member in the city wide council on English Language Learners since 

2013..Alliance of school education Quality, ERDA , class size matters group and finally lots of 

Oraginzations that served children with disabilities. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am an enthusiastic mom of three kids in different academic levels..I live in Astoria , Queens . I am a 

former Arabic interpreter/translator. I have a great relationship with the community . Also I am a 

stronger advocate for kids in needs. as a voice for those families , I try to achieve their goals , 

expectations & be able to navigate the education system and get the best available services & their 

chances as an involved partner in thier kids'education. Also ; helping families who have children with 

IEP's to understand that process and expect what they can get to help thier children with available 

services and a great school team support and care.they deserve it. In addition , a member of the Parent 

Advisory team in the musuem of Space and ships "Intrepid"" for the second term. I am also engaged in 

most of social groups and disabilities organizations to obtain the service for Special needs kids. Finally , 

I am concerned about the immigration reform to help out the struggling undocumented families and 

srudents. 
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Candidate   Joyce A. Irizar 

 DBN:  
  

08X072 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

PTA, SLT, TITLE ONE REP FOR DLT, LEARNING LEADER 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I AM A LOVING PARENT WHO HAS BEEN ON THE PTA FOR 5 YEARS AND TREAT ALL 

924 CHILDREN LIKE THEY ARE MINE. I VOLUNTEER MY TIME TO WALK CHILDREN 

TO AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS TO MAKE SURE THE GET TO THEIR DESTINY 

SAFELY. 

 

Candidate   Darlene Jackson 

 DBN:  
  

26Q216 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

As a parent member, I'm constantly involved with the Parent Teacher Association in my son's school 

district. In addition to participating in the School Leadership Team to ensure that parents have a voice 

in the comprehension educational plan; and to strengthen the partnership with school administrators 

and parents within the community. Currently, as an Advocate Counselor at a Transfer High School in 

Brooklyn, New York and part of the Community Based Organization. I'm in involved with the student 

intake process that includes I.E.P students, and the evaluation of their academic transcript to advocate 

for the best appropriate school placement/setting and services that are aligned with their individualized 

educational plan and or 504 education accommodations. Also provide additional support to I.E.P 

students on my caseload in collaboration with Special Education Teacher's, Guidance Counselor as 

their Advocate Counselor throughout their academic experience and post-secondary plans. In addition, 

I'm also part of the School Team Leadership as a CBO partnership at this Transfer High School. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Being a part of the Citywide Council on Special Education would be an opportunity to have a greater 

impact on so many levels as a parent member. Through my own personal experience as a student in 

the NYC Department Education system and forced to advocate for myself for adequate services and 

overcoming adversity as young adult; my passion grew stronger to advocate fiercely for adolescents in 

the child welfare system to receive quality education and transition to self sufficiency. More importantly, 

as a parent with a child currently receiving I.E.P. services, I have found myself being a voice for many 

parents within the community, including the families I work with to ensure that every child's educational 

needs are being met in a collaborative effort. With my extensive experience working with children, 

adolescents, and families, coupled with my personal experience and education would be a great voice 

on the Citywide Council on Special Education. This would also coincide with my passion to pursue a 

MPA in Policy Analysis and Evaluation. 

 

  



 

            

2015 NYC Education Council Elections 

Candidate Profiles for  

Citywide Council on Special Education 

 

Visit NYCParentLeaders.org Page 37 of 86 

Candidate   Lannetta C. Jeffers 

 DBN:  
  

13K325 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I'm a special education advocate I've been involved in District 23 for years I've served on the District 

leadership team, I was the title 1 co chair for 2yrs, served on the SLT team and held as the Chairperson 

and Co Chair, PTA treasure for years. And now that my son is in HS I'm involved at his school as well 

on the SLT and PTA as well. I'm also involved in social justice as well. I'm a member of the Order of 

Eastern Star I'm always in my community volunteering, serving food, coat drives etc. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My name is Lannetta Jeffers I have a 15yr old son who's Special needs I've been advocating for my son 

throughout his elementary and middle school years. I've been a pillar in my community which is 

Brownsville, Brooklyn District 23 I've been taught and trained by the best in my District! for social 

justice and education. I believe in ACTION NOT WORDS!! Because you can talk a good one but 

where is the PROOF!!! As in my applicant background I have experience and knowledge of how things 

run and still learning! Vote for me I'm about Change, holding folks accountable and success! 

 

Candidate   Sabrina Jenkins 

 DBN:  
  

22K119 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I had the opportunity to enroll my daughter in Special Education. I have first hand experience of the 

process. I also have the Charter education experience as I have attended several meetings because my 

daughter also attended this type of education. I am very involved in her education and the education of 

all young people. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

It will be a great opportunity to have a positive voice in the education process of our children! They 

need advocates who will have their very best interest at heart.!!! 
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Candidate   Lourdes I Jibodh 

 DBN:  
  

08X036 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

2011-Present---School Leadership Team Member (as a team member, participated in the preparation 

of the CEP PIP & SPC, served as one of the Level 1 C30 process election for the new upper grade 

Assistant Principal, provides Title 1 updates) 2013-Present---Elected by PA membership to serve as 

Title 1 Parent Advisory Council, Chairperson (serving second term) 2014-Present---PS36x Library 

volunteer (helping when needed with: checking books in & out, re-shelving books, translating 

documents from English to Spanish, scanning, copying, distributing documents, etc...) 2013-2014-------

Elected by PA membership to serve as the Co-President 2 of the PS36x, Parent Association 2/2013-

6/2013--Sports & Arts in Schools Foundation (SASF) After-school Program - Tutor for students in 

grades 4th & 5th "DOE & DOH Fingerprinted" 2011-2013-------Elected by PA membership to serve as 

the Treasurer of the PS36x, Parent Association (served two (2) terms as elected official) & Title 1 Rep 

(appointed by PA membership) 2008-2011-------Parent volunteer in the school community (helping 

where ever needed with: translating documents (English to Spanish), chaperone at school trips, 

cafeteria, special events, etc...) 

Personal 
Statement 

 

In 2008 when my nephew started elementary school at PS36x, I was invited by a PA Executive Officer 

to become a volunteer. I was immediately very interested, as the niece of a public school system 

educator, I’ve been taught the importance of parent involvement in our children education and the 

system that makes a difference in our children lives. As a member of the School Leadership Team, I 

have learned to understand the Common Core Standards and how they are implemented, and as the 

Title 1 PAC Chairperson I have had the opportunity to advocate and represent the parents and 

children of our community. Although, I’m the aunt/guardian of a 10 year old boy with an EIP attending 

the 5th grade at PS36x, when I attend a meeting (SLT, Title 1, PAPEC, PA, Safety, Workshops, Town 

Hall, Retreat, etc.), I’m there to represent all the parents & children of the school community. I would 

like the opportunity to join CEC or CCEC to continue conveying the knowledge I have acquired 

through the years to the parents of our community, but most importantly to be able to represent all our 

children at a higher level. 
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Candidate   Arlene L. Jobe 

 DBN:  
  

18k066 

18k066 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I hold dear to my heart as parent of an IEP student, I understand the struggles of the child and as a 

parent. Having the difficulties understanding why and how to get help for your child who needs extra 

help and encouragement. I believe that not everyone learns the same even in our adult life, children are 

no different, some students need visual while other can comprehend with words. It does not make you 

dumb, once you grasp the concept and someone there that is willing and able to help assist. the seat as 

an elected PA President consecutively for 4 years. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I hold the seat as the PA President for 4 consecutive times in my children's school. I got involved 

because my daughter needed my "voice " to show how and why she was struggling in just the 2 grade. 

I'm thankful that I noticed along with the "STEEP" counselor that she needed help before entering a 

testing grade and she is getting the help she needs. I'm grateful for the support from her teachers and 

school principal. In addition, her self esteem has grown with my involvement in her school, she 

participates more in the classroom and outside. If there is something she does not understand she will 

raise her hand, not feeling shy or dumb as kids would say! I'm involved 100%, and need to to heard on 

a higher level. We need more programs where I live not outside my community, better funding, and 

better representation. 

 

Candidate   Anice L Johnson 

 DBN:  
  

10X206 

10X315 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am currently active on PTA as Vice President and also School Leadership Committee 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Special Education is not just special students there education and services are important to provide for 

our kids to succeed in there life we the parents do stand for our kids. 
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Candidate   Deica Johnson 

 DBN:  
  

21K525 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am currently a Board Member of Mill Basin Civic Association, I am also a Parent Member. I 

advocate for other Special Needs Individuals. I continue to assist Parents and or Advocates with 

obtaining eligibility for various services such as OPWDD (Office of People With Developmental 

Disability). I am currently assisting parents and advocates with Special Education Services. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

A Child can teach an adult three things: 1. to be happy for no reason 2. to always be curious 3. to fight 

tirelessly for something. My son taught me all of these things and so much more. He taught me that he 

is so much more that all of the tests, evaluations and Assessments that he had to endure throughout his 

lifetime. I have come to Appreciate the little things such as him learning how to read, tying his 

shoelaces etc. As a Parent with a Special needs Child I need you to understand that our children have a 

Disability, not a disease therefore you can't catch it. They may walk or talk differently on the Outside 

but on the inside they are the same as you and I. They want to be Accepted. If only we could see the 

world through the eyes of a Child, we would see the magic of everything. I believe Anything is possible 

and there's no such word as Can't. Never Give UP!! You are What you Do, Not what You say you'll 

do!! 

 

Candidate   Kassandra Juarez 

 DBN:  
  

08X182 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have volunteered 50+ hours with Milbank Dunlevy Center in Manhattan. The school assisted low 

income families with their c hild's education, extra curricular activities, and a Saturday all day program. 

I've volunteered at my daughter's school Katharine Dodge Brownell School in the Bronx on a few 

occasions and accompany them on field trips. I took and EDU course in college. I am currently 

enrolled in an Elementary Education Degree program with Kaplan University. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Our children are our future. It is my passion and my duty to make sure no child is left behind. To 

ensure that every child knows that they can truly do what they want to do, and be who they want to be. 

With hard work, dedication, and inspiration, anything is possible. The children are our future, and I 

will do anything in my power to pave the way to success for them. 
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Candidate   Charise Kee 

 DBN:  
  

84M350 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I served as PTA president on two occasions, on the elementary school level and on the junior high 

school level. I've learned to deal with angry and aggressive parents as well as collaborating with 

teachers.The challenge with any PTA president is to get parents involved in the education of their 

children. I was successful on the elementary school level, however I was not as successful on the junior 

high school level. I was also a member of nycha's tenant association, A current member of the National 

Action Network and a current member of the NAACP. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I'm a self-motivated individual with excellent teamwork skills combined with the discipline to work 

extremely well on my own if required. Strong organizational and communication skills involving the 

ability to disseminate information and knowledge while listening and putting into practice advice and 

instructions. I am a hardworking and determined individual who is eager to be challenged. I am 

extremely, self-motivated and self-disciplined and have always desired to be a part of a something that 

made a difference in the lives of those involved. My personal experiences in advocating for my own 

children instilled a fierce desire to help other parents in the same predicament and who find it difficult 

to advocate for themselves .All has taught me the importance of being able to build relationships both 

quickly and long lasting which require transparency, trust and honesty. I'm looking forward to serving 

on this council, bringing my skills and talents to the table and being a positive vessel of change. 
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Candidate   Lynda Kennedy 

 DBN:  
  

30Q321 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

For nearly 20 years I have worked in education, first at a private progressive school, then in museums, 

followed by working on multi-year Teaching American History Grant funded projects in several New 

York City public schools in CSD 5 and CSD 17. I hold an MS Ed from Bank Street College of 

Education and a PhD in Urban Education from the CUNY Graduate Center. For several years I 

served as an adjunct on the faculty of the Hunter College School of Education in the Curriculum and 

Teaching department and currently teach in the MCNY masters in education program. While directing 

the Teaching and Learning Department of the New York Public Library I worked to expand our young 

adult literacy program as well as our community-based literacy centers which offer programs to support 

English language learners, as well as native speakers who struggle due to learning challenges. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a lifelong educator, I am concerned with the setting aside of authentic assessments in favor of the 

one size fits all approach. Good assessments inform instruction, highlight student strengths and give 

direction for improvement. Much time and money now is poured into "assessments" that give none of 

this information, where the cut score for passing is moved each year and a disconnected rating is 

returned months after the school year ends. I am concerned for students with learning challenges as 

they move through the system. Dyslexics who can comprehend beautifully when allowed to use an 

audio book are not allowed that support. Students with Dyscalculia who can show what they know on a 

math assessment using manipulatives are not allowed to use them. This is like failing a near sighted 

student on a vision test when not allowing them glasses. How can these and other students hope to pass 

the current tests â€“ including Regents â€“ and graduate? It is time that the policy setters listen to good 

research about assessments, about students with learning challenges, about learning in general and re-

channel that money to impactful initiatives instead. 

 

Candidate   Ashley Kewley 

 DBN:  
  

29Q356 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Jeanette Kinstel 

 DBN:  
  

75Q004 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

I was on the PTA committee for a few years. 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Marta Latimer 

 DBN:  
  

10X546 

09X703 

12X300 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have done PTA and SLT in several schools threw out the bronx since 2001. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My name is Marta Latimer and Im a mother of three kids 18,13, and 9. I have been doing PTA, SLT 

and Volunteering in my community since 2001. Working with my community is a passion of mine it is 

important to me to see and help my community strive for the best which begins with our children. Our 

children and their families need the support and information to understand the many services that can 

be used to support our children's education. As a parent of children with IEPS I appreciate and 

understand the worth of all these services and I would love to be on the CEC board to be your voice to 

ensure that our community continues to succeed to the best of our ability. 

 

Candidate   Pamela Lepore 

 DBN:  
  

21K239 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have travelled a long road with my daughter who has an IEP and receives services. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I believe in the strongest possible curriculum for IEP and Special Education students while all efforts 

need to back that child in reaching those heights of potential. The finest attention needs to be paid to 

these students who have out of the box requirements in their learning - everything that could possibly 

help needs to be explored and recommended by people who specialize in the issues at hand and then 

tried out quickly and in a straightforward manner. I have met many smart, caring wonderful people in 

my contact with the DOE so I am confident that further improvements are a matter of time for this 

system. At the same time, I think the common core standards are harsh for young learners especially 

Kindergarten and I am not confident that the current way academics are being taught make sense. I 

don't think these children who are four and five years old should be tested. I have seen other 

curriculum taught and promoted in the DOE and then to hear several years later that they were not that 

wonderful after all - enough to change the whole way of doing things. It's a delicate balance having a 

tried and true method of teaching while being flexible enough to make upgrades and teach kids as 

individuals they are. 
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Candidate   Sadie Lesane 

 DBN:  
  

10x254 

10x118 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

My children and I have been a part of the New York City Board of Education for over 20 yes. I have 

either volunteered or been a part of the PTA and SLT several times. I have also volunteered at 

Neighborhood Youth and Family Services. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I believe that becoming a part of the CEC would be a great opportunity for me to be more productive 

in advocating for not only the forgotten children the ELL's, the children with and without IEPs but also 

our gifted students that are just sitting in classrooms where they may need a little more. I can not forget 

our most important , the parents and caregivers. To work with everyone involved to ensure that every 

school has a place that parents and caregivers can feel that they are welcomed. 

 

Candidate   Ashlee L. Lewis 

 DBN:  
  

75M094 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

IEP I am a single mother of an awesome 6 year old who was diagnosed on the Autism Spectrum at the 

age of 2. My son has received services through Early Intervention, The Committee on Pre-School 

Special Eduction (CPSE), and now the Committee on Special Education (CSE); specifically, he is 

enrolled in a District 75 school. In addition to being an active parent at P94M, I have my BA in 

Psychology, have served as a mentor to emotionally/physically abused, out-of-care youth at the 

Achieving Independence Center in Philadelphia, and am currently a volunteer attorney with a non-

profit organization that aids families affected by serious physical illness. I am a tenacious exponent 

when it comes to obtaining the services and proper placement my son deserves. I've also become a 

prototypical self-starter â€“ initiating contact with various agencies and departments (specifically within 

the EI, CPSE, CSE circuits), building relationships with teachers, personnel, and administrators, 

researching different resources, meeting deadlines that were definitive yet subject to change, and 

refining my interpersonal skills and communication skills â€“ all while staying compulsively organized. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

There is nothing that will transform your life more than having your child diagnosed with a 

developmental, intellectual, or physical disability. It has a sideswiping effect and we, the parents, are 

often left overwhelmed and alone in trying to navigate the education system. Over the last 4 years, my 

knowledge is tantamount to those who have been professionally trained in the field and I want to put 

that knowledge to use for the public good. It's my desire to serve on the D75 council to not only defend 

the rights of these amazingly resilient students, but to implement policies, solutions, and safeguards that 

allow them to flourish both academically and in their day-to-day functioning as people. We've each 

been told that "special education is service, not a place" and I am impassioned to have a hand in that - 

rolling up my sleeves and diving in with sincere dedication to further the PARENT'S agendas for 

Parent/Community Engagement Days, strengthening the environment of inclusion, developing and 

adhering to child-specific, precisely defined IEP goals, pushing to get cameras installed on buses and 

[eventually] in classrooms, and overall better quality of support specific to the student. 
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Candidate   Daniel C Lim 

 DBN:  
  

26Q046 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Shanique Lindsay 

 DBN:  
  

84X124 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I want my voice to be heard when i speak about the quality education for children and for my son. 

 

Candidate   Michelle Livingston 

 DBN:  
  

03M494 

12X217 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I was on the PTA as Secretary of Public School 39 before the school closed. I have volunteered in the 

Head Start program, helping in the classroom, meetings and field trips. I also conduct a children choir 

at my church. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

One thing in life that keeps me going is knowing that i have helped someone along the way. I enjoy 

working with children and their families. All of my life I have wanted to make a difference in someone's 

life whether it is my own children or another child. I want to be a part of change and by applying for 

this position it will allow me to help a child as well as my own. I feel this position will allow me to meet 

different people and learn how to socialize with others. I look forward to becoming a part of this 

council and I hope you will as well. 
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Candidate   Esther C.Llenas 

 DBN:  
  

20K201 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have been working as an Administrate Assistant/ Coordinator for over 6 years at a community based 

preschool. At the preschool we provide services to children with and without disabilities. The students 

range in the ages of 3-5 years old. We services students that are typically developing, student's learning 

disabled, which includes speech/language impairment, occupational and physical delays, and students 

on the Autistic Spectrum. As a bi-lingual (Spanish) Administrative my role is to assist parents with the 

enrollment process, as well as maintain students' records, medical forms, prescriptions for related 

services, I.E.P. records, meeting and evaluation process. interpret and translate at parent and teacher 

conferences and workshops. In my spare time I volunteer to help those parents that, not only cannot 

speak English but, those who do not understand how the school system works and the steps needed to 

follow to obtain the right services that will better fit and benefit their child's needs. 

 

Candidate   Theresa Ann Locus 

 DBN:  
  

12X286 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am an active member of my child's school. I am physically present at the school almost every day. I 

volunteer my time at the school, whenever I am needed. I also participate in community meetings when 

possible, including CEC meetings. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am passionate in my belief that parents should be involved in their child's education. I only have one 

child and have been a figure in his academic life since he was in pre-school. With the state of the youth 

today, I know that my involvement in his school has helped my child immensely. I would like to have a 

voice in education at the district and city level. I believe with my experience as an active parent 

memberI can help inspire other parents to be involved in their child's academic life. 

 

Candidate   Leonora Lokaj 

 DBN:  
  

10x205 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

By serving on the City wide education council I wish to utilize my skills in interpersonal relationship in 

order to contribute further to my community, specially to the students with disabilities and special 

needs and English Learning students. My background places me in a unique position to understand the 

issues facing these students. I am a mother of a beautiful child receiving special education services. I 

would love to serve as an advocate on behalf of district schools regarding educational issues that impact 

the district, identify the most important issues facing students and parents. 
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Candidate   Nikita Lopez 

 DBN:  
  

13K282 

13K093 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I involved in fundraising at a privatedaycare that my child attended. I volunteer my services with 

escorting children on school trips at the private daycare. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am active with my children in school. I have attended to meetings and have given feedback on how to 

improve and what services that the schools may need. I have sat in my childs class to observe. My 

young child started a new daycare and with a small class setting Iwas able to assist the teacher with my 

time and provided supplies. Education is very important and I understand that schools need more 

parent involvement . As a parent with two children in the NYC public school one in a general 

education class and one in middle school I understand that parent involvement is needed to help 

teachers , students, and other parents. As a parent I understand that parent involvement assist students 

into becoming sucessful adults. 

 

Candidate   Lina Lopez 

 DBN:  
  

30Q111 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Mayra Lopez-Humphreys 

 DBN:  
  

04M112 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

As the associate pastor of a multi-cultural church in East Harlem, my heart is too see families flourish. 

Through my leadership and community involvement I have organized a backpack drive for the last five 

years, where over 70 backpacks are filled by members of our church and then given to a local school or 

community organization. I have also advocated for access to free play; mobilized a food justice initiative 

so that healthier options are made available to our children in markets and bodegas; and I am currently 

the board chair of Community Connections for Youth (CCFY), a nonprofit organization that offers 

community-based- alternative-to-incarceration programs for youth. Equally important, I have helped 

many low-income families as they wade through New York City’s school admissions process, giving 

insights to the resources available to them. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

For the last twenty years of my life, community service and education have been a mutual life call of 

mine. I have the experience of integrating what I have learned professionally as a social worker, pastor 

and scholar and what I have experienced and learned through my relationships within under-served, 

divested communities. I have designed a number of asset-based child/youth programs that focus on 

fostering the participant’s social, spiritual and cultural capital. As the associate pastor of a multi-cultural 

church in East Harlem, my heart is too see families flourish. Through my leadership and community 

engagement we have organized yearly backpack drives, where over 70 backpacks are filled and then 

donated to a local school. I have also advocated for access to free play; mobilized a food justice 

initiative so that healthier options are made available to our children in food markets; and I am 

currently the board chair of Community Connections for Youth, an organization that offers 

community-based-alternative-to-incarceration programs for youth. Equally important, I have assisted 

many families as they navigate through the New York City’s school admissions process, giving insights 

to the resources available to them. 

 

Candidate   Yessenia Lucero 

 DBN:  
  

27Q100 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am currently involved in PS100' s PA association. Also I was more than happy to have completed my 

internship at PS148. I was in a special education ctt class. Also as an education major and former 

preschool assistant teacher I am constantly involved in school related activities that help everyone 

around me grow. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As member of the CEC it would be an honor to be part of the growth of the community. The prospect 

of being actively involved to make the environment and policies a more approachable one for parent 

understanding. 
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Candidate   Cindy Anne Marcus 

 DBN:  
  

31R054 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have two children who are receiving Special Services through the Board of Education, my oldest 13 

who I am proud to say has never been left back. I have worked very hard with her throughout the years 

with the education I received in college on early childhood education. My youngest still struggles a great 

deal in school yet works very well at home the way I have set her up. I also have a brother who is 18 

years younger than me and I helped him make his work interesting when he was board and couldn't 

concentrate! Besides my own children I've had experience taking care of small groups of children and 

working with their abilities and enhancing their assets. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I love working with children especially the ones who need the extra care! I would be very grateful to 

provide my knowledge and experience to those who need the help. I have also represented my children 

in Board of Ed Special Education and school meetings. My knowledge, experience, and care are 

something I feel I could put to good use in this position. 

 

Candidate   Guadalupe Marino 

 DBN:  
  

25Q219 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Since my son was in Special Education, 9 years now, I have made it my mission to advocate for him, to 

get him the best education possible, to help him learn and excel in school. Since my son has had an 

EIP since 2004. I volunteered as a "parent member" at my local district office. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a very active parent in my son's education. I participate in all meetings about IEP's, evaluations, 

testing. I go beyond the requirements of NYC Education Department and consult with a 

Neurodevelopmental Pediatrician to keep up with new developments, techniques or therapies available 

to my son to help him progress and learn and be part of the regular population. I question everything to 

insure it is the correct fit for my son. I visit, call, and email with the teachers to help my son's progress. 

To understand where he has difficulties learning and find different methods to help him learn. My 

believe in education- If a child does not learn the way you teach them, then you must teach them in a 

way they learn. 
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Candidate   Kathryn Marrow 

 DBN:  
  

84M336 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I AM AN ACTIVE PARENT VOLUNTEER AT KIPP INFINITY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 

whether it is a need in administrative or outreach functions I am a participant; I AM PRESIDENT 

FOR CENTRAL HARLEM'S STUDENTFIRSTNY CHAPTER, assisting the organizer with 

membership drives, serve as bus captain going to and from rallies, present updates to members what's 

going on in the community and surrounding area, keeping members motivated and uplifted to be part 

of a great advocacy group; I AM AN ACTVE MOM IN THE NATIONAL ACTION 

NETWORK(NAN) YOUTHMOVE HUDDLE, SOCIAL JUSTICE, I serve as bus captain to and 

from every rally, protest, lie-in that our Youth participate in, provide neutral/fair logistics in what is 

happening in our community, city, and abroad; participate in weekly discussions and meetings on 

Monday nights at the HOJ-NAN, 106W145thStreet in Harlem; BOTH SON AND I ARE 

MEMBERS OF 'WARRIORS OF A DREAM' interfaith, intergenerational, multifaceted program 

hailed out of St. Phillips Church Harlem NY, we meet weekly to enrich and uplift the Youth that 

participate in this wonderful program on Sundays between 4-6pm we have dialogue, chess, and 

drumming. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

The Want to be part of an Educational Council should out way the Need. We as Parents feel the 

crunch of life and often get trapped into our own spiraling whirlwinds not realizing our kids get caught 

up with us. Get involved at the primary development of their life skills, ELEMENTARY school. Set 

the tone that engaging in your child’s welfare is great and is both rewarding and challenging. Educate 

them so they’re not engulfed by inconsistencies of our Educational, Religious, and Clinical institutions. 

With all the changes that occur at the policy making level, don’t you WANT to be involved within the 

decisions of your most precious resource(s), our children. The NEED is now, DON’T STEAL 

POSSIBLE. Kathryn Marrow March 04. 2015 

 

Candidate   Margarita Martinez 

 DBN:  
  

04M206 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am currently the president of the Presidents' Council for District 4 I am the PTA president of PS/MS 

206 I am a member of CEC4 and the Special Education liaison I have been a Learning Leader for 4 

years I am also a member of the Chancellor's Parent Advisory Council 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have been a parent volunteer and a parent and student advicate for over 8 years in District 4. I 

collaborate closely with different organizations in my community (Immigration, Domestic Violence, 

Special Education, adult education, etc.) I defend parents civic rights especially the spanish speaking 

community. These opportunities have helped me advance in my understanding so that I can better 

assist parents in advocating for their children. 
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Candidate   Rigoberto Martinez 

 DBN:  
  

10x007 

10x007 

IEP:  yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am on the Board of Directors for the Civil Service Bar Association (affiliate of Local 237 Teamsters) 

which is the union I am member of. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am deeply committed to Special Education as a parent of children who have IEPs. I feel parents 

should be able to navigate the system with ease and take advantage of the excellent resources that the 

DOE has for children with special needs. All children should have the chance to succeed in life with a 

strong foundation in public education. 

 

Candidate   Rufina Martinez 

 DBN:  
  

10X342 

10X342 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

MIEMBRO DEL CONSEJO ESCOLAR DE LA ESCUELA JULIO J. HENNA EN PUERTO 

RICO, REPRESENTANTE DE LA COMUNIDAD. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

LICENCIA EN DERECHO EN LA REPUBLICA DOMINICANA. 

 

Candidate   Wendy Martinez 

 DBN:  
  

84M100 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I’m the mother of five year’s old twins and a 13 year old currently attending public charter schools. I’m 

an active advocate for education improvements. Both of my twins receive Special services and I believe 

that we as parent need to be involve in they educational planning. Educating parents is my number one 

goal 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I’m a dedicated outgoing mother of 5 year old twins with special needs. We as parents need to advocate 

for our children future. Get involve, advocate and make a difference in our children’s life. 
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Candidate   Chiffon T. Mason 

 DBN:  
  

03M242 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I was a part of the PTA and the SLT team. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My name is Chiffon Mason I am running for Community Education Council and City Wide 

Educational Council in Special Education. As the mother of a child with a learning disability I know 

how difficult it is to get and maintain the services they need in both Charter School and Public School 

settings because of these factors. I've discovered who to contact, and how to fight back in order to get 

my child what he needs. I am also a family advocate which, allows me to use the tools I have learned 

with my own child to help others. These qualities will make me the best candidate for the job. 

 

Candidate   Barbara-Jean E Mathis 

 DBN:  
  

18K135 

22K381 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Have participated on PTA and numerous school activities for many years, holding offices of vice-

president and secretary. Responsible for starting the Parent funded PTA After School program at 

PS235 many, many years ago. Currently a parent volunteer on ELA curriculum committee and event 

planning committee at PS135, and the PA of IS381. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

It has always been my position to be an active advocate for the education of my children and all 

children, because a rock solid education is the primary key to success in any future endeavor. I have 

many years of experience dealing with school policies and administration, and have obtained much 

knowledge. Now i am prepared to venture further, by serving in a position where my voice and actions 

will surely have a stronger impact on the welfare of all children in New York City Schools. I will 

represent my school districts with a conviction that stems from not only what our children need, but 

also from what our parents want. 

 

Candidate   Tina Mccoy 

 DBN:  
  

75K371 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Special education with a iep 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I think we need to fight more for the children education 
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Candidate   Diana-Kay Mcintosh 

 DBN:  
  

23K150 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I only have personal involvement with my two kids throughout the years fighting a fight that just doesn't 

seem like can be won in most eyes and from what I've seen many do nothing and the cycle goes on and 

on i just say not with mine. Not being properly education and as a mother that first didn't understand 

here kids struggles with education then to deal with school not understanding was and still is very 

frustrating. There's discrimination, lack of supervision, over aggressiveness, and a Big Lack in noting the 

individual in the I E P... But yet stil bundled as one group needs to stop... 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I love my kids and know many feel the way I do.. Passion for there success and achievements and all i 

want i a real change to happen the paper pushing non-hands on approach I don't need. Where my 

projects my kids exciting school stories where the adventures trips to no were. I still have hope their can 

be a change and I'm in two deep.. 

 

Candidate   Nequan C. Mclean 

 DBN:  
  

16K262 

32K383 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have over eleven years of experience volunteering for non for profit organizations such as B.A.S.I.C 

and one City Youth which served over 500 students. For the last four years I have volunteered at 

P.S/I.S. 262 helping facilitate a father's group called Donuts for Dads. As a former employee of Family 

Dynamics a Division of SCO Family of Services. I have helped create after school programs and 

worked for preventive services to keep families together. I am the current Co-President for District 16 

Presidents Council and the first Vice President for district 16 CEC. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I would like to continue serving on the CEC because I believe that I can continue make a difference. I 

have been a public school parent for 11 years and have worked to get more fathers involved. With 

experience as a facilitator for Donuts for Dads. I believe that with the knowledge I have learned serving 

on the council for almost a year will further help me make this program district wide initiative to involve 

more fathers in their child's education. 
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Candidate   Sophia Medinsky 

 DBN:  
  

03M186 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have taught in the University setting and I have worked with students in schools in the past. I have 

participated in Michelle Obama school lunch initiative in different schools. As a mother of three kids, I 

participate in school activities. I participated in activities of PS116 when my older son (now in Harlem 

Hebrew) Robert attended PS116. I participate in Gramercy events where my middle son Richard (who 

is entering K this year) is attending for 2 years now. In addition, I have a 2 year old daughter who is 

waiting to enter the school system. My family depends on public school system and I would like to 

participate in the process to help with ideas, time, feedback and anything DOE needs. I would like to 

help! 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a strong advocate for our children, especially children with disabilities. Children are our future! If 

we don't make an effort to educate our children now, where will we be in the future? We should find 

the most cost effective way to educate our children and to retain this knowledge during the summer. 

This is not a luxury! This is part of a childhood! I strongly believe that we can provide this in New York 

for our children in the most cost efficient way. If we do not give our children the tools today, there may 

not be a good quality workforce in the future. At present, the future looks very bleak to me. I am 

running for Education Council to make necessary changes for ALL children and to brighten our future. 

I have a lot of good ideas and I believe I will be very helpful to the Department of Education. I strongly 

believe that under strong leadership of Chancellor C. Farina, we will reach all our goals for improving 

experience for ALL our children and parents (caretakers). Chancellor Carmen Farina shares our vision 

for a brighter future for our children. I would love to be a part of this wonderful process to help our 

schools to better serve our children! 

 

Candidate   Margaret Meyers 

 DBN:  
  

31R047 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Over the years I have volunteered for many community based and civic activities, including electoral 

campaigns and breast cancer/aids walks. In addition, I've volunteered to assist impacted families 

connect to human resources in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina and Super Storm Sandy. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Glenda Mitchell 

 DBN:  
  

23K737 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am a parent of students in the New York City school system. I have attended and participated in 

parent association meetings. I have attended and participated in IEP meetings. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I believe I need to have an active role in the education system in order to positively influence the 

changes that are needed to improve the education system in New York City, and especially in my 

community. 
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Candidate   Marc J. Monte 

 DBN:  
  

20K686 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

None apart from PTO membership and traditional parental involvement in my children's educational 

experience (i.e. - parent teacher conferences, class trips, volunteering for school activities). 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Having three children in the NYC public school system, I have become intimately acquainted with not 

only the macro issues facing the system (i.e. - doctrinal education issues, practical matters of public 

funding and parental donations), but also with the micro and idiosyncratic issues that arise in each 

individual school setting (i.e. - interpersonal relationships, managerial styles and contexts of the 

principals, administrative realities facing the teachers and staff of each school). In addition, my 

knowledge of the practical issues related to IEPs is two-fold - as a parent of IEP student and as an 

attorney with specific legal training in special education/IEP protocols. I have seen, in both contexts, the 

issues that arise in the IEP dialogue and delivery as well as the solutions that work versus those that 

have not been as effective. This multi-dimensional experience is unique and I believe it specifically 

qualifies me to serve on the Education Council, particularly in the Citywide Special Education and IEP 

setting. 

 

Candidate   Silvia Montero 

 DBN:  
  

10X340 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Soy participante activa del PTA,y miembro del SLT.Colaborar en la escuela acompañado a las clases 

que van a swing clase 2 veces a la semana,y en toda actividad q requiere colaboración dé los padre. 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Cristina B. Moquete 

 DBN:  
  

06m098 

10x477 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am a parent of two Special Needs children which have been diagnosed with several disorders, and 

health related issues. One which is in High School, the other in Elementary School. I have Experience 

with all school related activities and programs including English Language Learning. A regular school 

parent chaperon for 12 yrs. I have Experience with all students, in particular with Special Education, in 

the areas of: Developmental Delay, Speech Delay, Learning Disabilities, Neurological Disorders, 

Muscle Disorders, Mood Disorders. Worked in Columbia Presbyterian Hospital for 7 years. As a 

Nursing Attendant for pediatrics in the areas of Oncology, and Intensive Care Unit. I also worked with 

adults in the areas of, Psychiatry, Cardiology, Oncology, and Rehabilitation. I have a License for Nurses 

Aid, CPR, and a certificate in EKG. I also attend Long Island University Brooklyn Campus full time. 

Working towards a Bachelors in Communications Disorders and Masters in Speech Pathology 

Bilingual Extension with a minor in Psychology and Early Childhood Education. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I believe that the children of New York City would benefit from having me as a Board of Education 

Council member. These children need someone who has the will and passion to speak out for them. 

Someone who knows what a student really needs in these schools. Since I am a parent of children who 

attend New York City Schools, and I myself attended schools here.. I am a person who has strived 

against all odds. I am especially a parent of two wonderful children who have had a tough card handed 

to them in life but have slowly learned how to over come obstacles, and learn to live with who they are 

and make the best of it. As a single parent I alone have advocated for them.. I have organized and 

managed my kids educational needs along with their teachers,and therapists. My passion is to help as 

much as I can the future leaders of tomorrow. 

 

Candidate   Yvette Mosely 

 DBN:  
  

09X109 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have in the pass was on the PTA board at PS11X and I was also the President of Mosaic Beacon 

Advisory Board. I am currenlty on the Student Leadership Team at Validus Preparatory in the Bronx. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My Name is Yvette Mosely,I was born in Belize and have lived in New York since I was 14years old.I 

am a mother of five, I have four sons and one daughter. My two oldest boys are currently in college, my 

daughter is a senior in high school and my two little boy are in the 1st and 3rd grade. My third grader 

has an IEP for speech. I have been married for 15 years, my husband was a marine and now a veteran. 

I am currently a Program Coordinator at Bronxworks and I run a Teen Action Sexual Health, college 

readiness and intership program. I have a Master Degree in Public Administration from Metropolitan 

College of New York and will be pursuing my career goals to obtain my PHD in Public Ploicy and also 

complete my certificate program to become a life coach to work with young adults. My future goals is to 

continue working with young adults, to help them all become successful leaders in whatever careers 

they may want to master and work in. I love the work that I do and I truly believe this is my calling. I 

will do my best in life to give 200% of me to any students that I will and have worked with".A child 

educated only at school is an uneducated child." We must work as a team with the schools for our 

children to be successful. 
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Candidate   Thomas E. Mosier 

 DBN:  
  

26Q285 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

My daughter Has participated it the IEP program for over six years. I have made it a point to attend 

class trips as a chaperone, attend all parent teacher meetings, as well as attending various workshops 

offered by the school and the PTA. I've also been involved in school fundraisers, school blood drives, 

and anything else that can benefit my daughter, her classmates and teachers, and her school. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I believe that New York City schools, and their teachers and staffs, have the potential to be among the 

very best in the nation. In order to achieve this, I truly believe that every parent of a city public school 

student needs to assist in whatever way available to them in making this a reality. I realize that everyone 

has different scheduling availability and needs, but I also believe that within that framework parents 

must be willing to volunteer to do their part to make the teachers and staff's jobs easier and more 

successful. Volunteering for a bake sale, or to chaperone a class trip, is something that any interested 

parent can manage. Further involvement, in school workshops and functions, as one's schedule 

permits, further benefits the students and their support teams. I've always tried to do my part, and 

essentially never say "no" to an opportunity to help. I regard this opportunity to dedicate some time to 

the Council as the next logical step, should I be lucky enough to be chosen. 

 

Candidate   Michael Anthony Nardiello Iii 

 DBN:  
  

30q069 

30Q069 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

My two children Michael and Matthew attend Special Education classes at ps 69 Q. I was a former 

Community Three Board Member in Queens on the Edcation Committee. I voted to build the school 

extension for middle school 230 in Jackson Heights. My two children are Special Education students. I 

know the needs of that particular student population after witnessing classes in action at ps 222, the 

Robert E. Peary School in Queens, The Walter Reade School in Queens and presently at ps 69 in 

Jackson Heights, Queens. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a devoted parent, husband, and concerned and active member of my community I care about the 

quality of the public school system. My children are my life. I want them to succees in life via a solid 

and fulfilling public school education. I want that vision of quality and success for all of the children In 

District 30, Queens who attend our great NYC public school system. 

 

Candidate   Rhonda Neysmith 

 DBN:  
  

29Q195 

29Q195 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Godwin Ngadi 

 DBN:  
  

22k236 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Served NYC Board of Education in the past as substitute teacher. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

This position will provide me with opportunity to further advocate for all our children enrolled in our 

public schools. 

 

Candidate   Marieme Niang 

 DBN:  
  

84K741 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Eric Nightlinger 

 DBN:  
  

17K316 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am currently a member of the Citywide Council of Special Education and Chairman of the Citywide 

Pupil Transportation Subcommittee. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I plan to engage more community leaders to join the important Citywide Pupil Transportation 

Subcommittee in order to unify efforts to provide more dignity, care, and responsibility to our New 

York City pupils who need special transportation. 
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Candidate   Sandy Noel 

 DBN:  
  

03M483 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Many years ago, my older brother asked me, "When are you going to stop working for free?" As 

hilarious as I thought that statement was at the time, it was true. Studying Human Services at MCNY 

changed my life and opened my eyes to a world that was shielded from me. I have raised money with 

schools through fundraising, I have participated in career day with KIPS Bay, while participating in 

PlaNYC 2030 with Mayor Bloomberg, in 2009. I am a poet, who uses the funny things in life to help 

understand everyone better - disabled, or not. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Hello, my name is Sandy Noel and I am currently the mother of a child who attends a district 75 

program, and of two children who do not. With the challenges we face daily already, I do not believe 

giving children quality education should be such a hassle. Quality should be universal and the 

differences between schools with funding and grants, versus the schools that are considered public, are 

disheartening. We as a people are slowly forgetting the power of the heart. Showing others you care is 

becoming something that is rewarded, rather than expected. In a time where a man can fake sleep on 

the train to avoid giving a woman a seat, I would like to take a chance and go for the change. I would 

like to remind all moms and caregivers, that even though we are full time employees in the day, 

students at night and teachers at home, we can make a difference with the village. We all need a little 

help. Whether it is through education, mental health, or housing; no one should feel like they are going 

through it alone. This is New York City, the place that was built on dreams. I dream to change the 

point of view. :-) 

 

Candidate   Michelle Noris 

 DBN:  
  

30Q291 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Served 3 1/2 years on CEC30 as IEP member. Volunteered on PA for PS85Q. Secretary for Henry 

Viscardi School SEPTA. Served on SLT and PTA for PS122Q. Served on Family Council at New 

York Presbyterian Hospital. Volunteer in classrooms with ELL students teaching science. Currently 

serving on the Citywide Council on Special Education. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a strong believer in, and supporter of, public schools. As a licensed Professional Engineer I am 

well versed in the New York City Building Code. I use this knowledge to support the push for 

appropriate space for education and related services. This year I spearheaded the process of writing the 

CCSE's annual report. As an experienced council member, I understand how to work with the 

Department of Education to make community and parent needs heard. In 2014 a new K-8 school was 

opened largely due to my organizing effort. This school is the first citywide gifted school to offer ICT 

classes. I will continue to advocate for students with IEPs in community schools, District 75, non-public 

schools, hospital and home settings. Please give me the opportunity to serve our community. 
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Candidate   Dayana Nunez 

 DBN:  
  

84X461 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am involved at my children's school in many ways. I always attend Parent Teacher Conferences for 

both my kids, and often speak with my kids' teachers regarding how they are doing academic wise and 

with behavior. I volunteer in the school when needed with bake sales and other school community 

events. I am part of the Boys Scouts, where I attend troop meetings, and help run fundraisers. I work 

closely with school staff, supporting my kids, with school projects, homework etc. I have also been 

involved in holiday events and Parent Teacher Appreciation Nights. Most importantly, I'm able to pick 

up and drop off my kids every day, so most of the teachers know me because they see me every day. 

One of my two children has been diagnosed with a learning disability. Because of the steps I took to get 

her an appropriate evaluation and Individualized Education Plan (IEP), many parents in the school 

community where I formerly worked as a crossing guard approached me to ask me about my 

experiences and what they should do to help their kids too. I feel like I have been an advocate for 

parents of students with unique learning needs who were also frustrated and confused by the process to 

get their kids the support they are entitled to. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I want to be a part of the CEC on SPED because I had a very difficult time fighting for the services my 

daughter needed, and I feel that other parents could benefit from my experiences and perspective. I 

was worried because my daughter was having trouble learning and retaining content. I first discussed 

her difficulties with her school's Family Worker and School Psychologist during her repeated year of 

kindergarten. I came to the school to speak about my daughter’s problem, which brought me to tears. 

After going back and forth, nothing was resolved. On my own, I found a tutor and paid out of pocket. 

It took 3 separate requests before she was finally evaluated, and I also followed up, even sending a letter 

to the Chancellor. After finalizing her IEP I found another school that I thought would better meet her 

needs. Even then, I was nervous about putting her in a charter school because of what I'd heard about 

how they treat kids with special education needs. Luckily, we found the right place for her and she's 

getting the services and support she deserves. Because of everything I went through with my own child, 

I could be a voice that represents the experiences and needs of other families in situations like mine. 

 

Candidate   Jennifer M. Ochoa 

 DBN:  
  

24Q089 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

During my collegiate career, I was in the Early Education Program at Queens College and was a 

student teacher volunteering in the Queens public schools. I have also volunteered at Elmhurst 

Hospital as an interpreter, food vending in the community sports program of St. Bartholomew's School 

and, presently, I am a parent volunteer at PS 89 Queens. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I feel strongly that parents must take an active role in their children's education. The foundation begins 

at home and with the united effort of the parents, educators, schools and community, we can provide 

our children with support, knowledge and opportunities. All students should have the same 

opportunities no matter differing individual needs or lack of funding. It is our duty to advocate for our 

children and their future. 
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Candidate   Angela N. Okocha 

 DBN:  
  

84X073 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Attends child's Special Education Services/IEP meetings. Volunteered with S.I Board of election and 

worked as a Poll worker. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a people person, team player, get work done in a timely fashion. Highly motivated, very 

encouraging, strive to see others succeed, works well under pressure and punctual. 

 

Candidate   Cynthia Olivaria 

 DBN:  
  

24Q143 

24Q143 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

Candidate   Michael Otero 

 DBN:  
  

88M801 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Besides previously serving as a Class Parent at my Son's school, I am also currently a Board member 

with the HBQVB Athletic Association and run the T-Ball baseball program which serves four and five-

year old boys and girls in our community. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As the Father of a five-year old who has an IEP and receives occupational therapy, speech and 

counseling services, I have strong opinions about the process parents have to go through in advocating 

for their children to receive needed services. My personal experience was unnecessarily confrontational 

and I felt as though the DOE representatives I had to initially deal with lacked a basic sensitivity that 

made the IEP approval process far more stressful than it already was. I want to serve on this Council to 

ensure a better collaboration between all parties, especially the children and their parents where English 

is not the primary language spoken, who can find the entire application process twice as confusing and 

intimidating. 

 

Candidate   Stacey Otulaja 

 DBN:  
  

29Q327 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I'm a parent advocate for forrstdale inc. I advocate for students and their family at schools and other 

community resources. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 



 

            

2015 NYC Education Council Elections 

Candidate Profiles for  

Citywide Council on Special Education 

 

Visit NYCParentLeaders.org Page 62 of 86 

Candidate   Cecilia Padmore 

 DBN:  
  

Block Institute IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I would like to serve on the Citywide Education Council because I feel I can be a formative voice to 

advocate for our children. It is important for parents to be involved and have a voice in their children's 

education. Parents are children's first teacher and should continue to partner with educators as they 

grow. Being a part of the council will be of benefit for my son and for many children of the community 

who may not have a voice. My desire to learn and be a pivotal function within the community will help 

to uplift my son and everyone in the community. I am looking forward to learn all I can to help put 

forth what I can to making things better. 

 

Candidate   Gina M. Panico-Devito 

 DBN:  
  

26Q046 

26Q046 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I've been a teacher for 15 years. The first 4 years, I taught middle school. The last 10, I've been 

teaching ESL to adults. I work with all kinds of students, both general education and students with 

special needs. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I'm an educator and a mother. I have 3 children, 2 of whom are in Special Education. I've been 

advocating for my kids since my oldest (now 8) was a year old. She is in an alternate assessment 

program (K-2) and is doing well! My 6 year old is in a self-contained class (also K-2) and has ADHD. 

His class follows the general curriculum, and he's doing well too! I teach ESL to adults and have 

worked with mixed abilities. I've been teaching for 15 years and love it! 

 

Candidate   Sharice Pegram 

 DBN:  
  

84X538 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

My professional background is in serving the homeless population of the city of New York. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a parent of a young boy in 4th grade. I feel that it is important to be part of the process that will 

shape his future. My goal is to become more knowledgeable and aware of the resources available to 

children of the public school system, represent families of children with IEP's and advocate for a safe 

and nurturing school environment. 
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Candidate   Naomi Pena 

 DBN:  
  

01m345 

84M080 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I was the Vice President of the Grand Street Guild for 8 years. My children have been a part of the GO 

Project for 6 years now and I am one of their designated Parent Advocates to help other parents when 

they encounter difficulties with the IEP process or any additional issues. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My name is Naomi Pena and I am a born and raised resident of the Lower East Side. I have been an 

active member of this great district both in the community and within schools. I have four children 

ranging in ages of 14-5 and three of them have IEPs. I know first hand the struggles of a parent when 

they hear their child may have learning problems. I know how hard it is to advocate for a child when 

you feel no one is listening. My goal to be on the CEC is to maintain our children's right to a great 

education. I want every child to know in our district care about them and want them to succeed. 

 

Candidate   Armando Perez 

 DBN:  
  

75Q277 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

My son is a special need student who was diagnosed with autism. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a College student studying Special Education. 

 

Candidate   Melinda Perez 

 DBN:  
  

28Q160 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a firm believer that all students should be entitled to have all the services that they need in order to 

advance in life. The Department of Special Education is important to me and I am looking to hear 

from other parents what they are looking for in order to help their children as I help my own. 

 

Candidate   Sharita Petersen 

 DBN:  
  

12X195 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Marie C Pierre 

 DBN:  
  

22K236 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I;M CURRENTLY AT PS 236 ON UTICA AVE AS A TRESAURER , BEFORE THAT I WAS A 

SECRETARY AS WELL FOR 2 YEARS I ALSO WAS ON DISTRICT COUNSEL 22 FOR A 

YEAR 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I JUST WANT TO HELP OTHERS PARENT AS MYSELF UNDERSTAND THE CONCEPT A 

MOTHER OF A CHILD WITH SPECIAL NEEDS TO MAKE AN IEP MEETING NOT SO 

DIFFICULT AS IT ALREADY ARE ,MORE SUPPORT TO EDUCATE SPECIAL NEEDS 

STUDENT TO ACHIEVED THEIR GOALS AND TO ACCEPTED THEM AS THEY ARE 

 

Candidate   Eileen Polanco 

 DBN:  
  

06M346 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Volunteering is a great way to invest in your career and your community. When you volunteer, you 

share your time and skills with people and organizations without expecting to be paid. As a volunteer 

you have the chance to boost your career in many ways, from getting workplace experience to building 

skills and expanding your network. I volunteered for over a year for a Tenant’s Association at 38 Fort 

Washington Avenue I start talking to my neighbors, both people you knew and those I see in the 

elevator or hallways. It was difficult at first but almost all of the people in the building share my 

concerns. We got organized a tenant association and all the problems in the building were solved by the 

court. All of us find that by discussing the problems together the building can benefit from a tenant 

association. I ask them if they are interested in attending a meeting and ask them to start thinking about 

common needs and problems. We exchange names and telephone numbers and I let them know when 

I will contact them about the meeting. (I always keep a list so that I don’t leave anyone out.) I usually 

call the meeting within one or two weeks following these conversations so that interest doesn't wane. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am highly motivated to become a NYC Educational Counsel because I like to help parent 

involvement in the school by working closely with all school, parent and community organizations. I 

have the personality, energy and motivation need it to work and serves as facilitator for parent and 

school community concerns and issues including, for example, school policies or facilities issues. Aim 

passionate about conducting outreach to engage parents in their children’s education and I have to 

maintain ongoing contact with community organizations that are involved with providing services to the 

school’s educational program. As a parent coordinator I Organize back to school and other events to 

increase parental and community involvement and creates a welcoming school environment to parents. 

NYC Educational Counsel is a process through which parents work together to identify key issues that 

directly or indirectly impact our children in school. We work together to identify the best way to 

develop a positive parenting plan and create a positive environment for the children in their school 
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Candidate   Victoria Popoola 

 DBN:  
  

05M036 

05M036 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I currently volunteer in my children's school. As a parent of a special education child I have educated 

myself in the things I needed to know. I have made contacts with different agencies that are there to 

help parents through the process. I have also help others by sharing my experiences with certain 

matters. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I would be a good fit on the council because I strongly believe that we are our children's only 

advocate.There are a lot of children that fall by the waist side because their parents just did not know 

where to begin to get the help. As parents we need to look deeper into your children's academic 

struggles and work with the teacher to find out the best solution. It can be the simplest things that will 

make a difference. I can help others go through a very stressful process and instruct them of the right 

steps to take. Just educating yourself with the right information will make the process much easier. 

Parents need to know this because at times it can be very frustrating and make you want to just give up. 

 

Candidate   Drew Rampersaud 

 DBN:  
  

08X312 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

participated in talent show for special needs children 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My dream is to make a difference in the life of a special need child whether it be teaching or any other 

activities that's beneficial to our young men and women of tomorrow. I believe that some of the special 

needs children can exceed academically if given the opportunity to be in General Education setting. 

We tend to label these children too quickly rather than giving them an opportunity to explore. I have 

observed that some of the children with Asperger"s who attend special education school is at a General 

Education level. If selected to serve on the board, I plan on studying their culture and how it can help 

them in their developmental process. This experience will not only allow me the means to conduct 

hand-on research and give me the ability to understand and work with other cultures, something that is 

vital in the educational field 
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Candidate   Jose Rentas 

 DBN:  
  

75Q721 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have participated in a special needs adaptive basketball recreational program as well as a 2 hour 

respite program every other Sunday on a parent volunteer basis in the years 2010-2013 at the Van Dyke 

Presbyterian church in Tampa, Florida. I also volunteered parent support in an adaptive Buddy 

baseball non-competitive recreation league in Tampa, Florida Retired from the office of the executive 

vice president division of supply and logistics N.Y.C. Transit October, 2009. I performed the duties of 

a Union advocate for the Transport workers union local 100 members at the Maspeth, N.Y. central 

warehouse storeroom 55 for 10 years and 4 years in East N.Y. Brooklyn. Advisor for the filings of 

FMLA applications for members or family household members with medical hardships. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My objective is to serve my community to the best of my ability in the responsibilities set forth to me to 

insure quality services in a safe educational environment. 

 

Candidate   Vernice Reyes 

 DBN:  
  

15K362 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Deneen Reynolds-Knott 

 DBN:  
  

15K146 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have over 10 years of experience as an educator and facilitator working with students and professional 

educators in New York City. With organizations like The Posse Foundation, City University of New 

York - Service Corps. and Sadie Nash Leadership Project, I facilitated workshops exploring leadership, 

identity and social justice. As a media educator with the Educational Video Center, I supported and 

coached teachers leading documentary workshops with their classes. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a child, I received speech therapy until second grade and attended resource room until seventh 

grade. Those services were invaluable to my development as a student, but sometimes came at a price. 

I did not always recognize my own growth, but instead felt stifled by what I saw as my limitations. I have 

spent most of my career public speaking, which I wouldn't have dreamed when I was a kid looking at 

the confused faces of those who couldn't understand me when I spoke. My graduate degrees, in 

educational theatre and film from New York University and Columbia University respectively, did not 

seem possible as I struggled through middle school. Now I have two sons with IEPs. My oldest is in 

Kindergarten receiving speech and occupational therapies. My youngest is attending a program under 

Committees on Preschool Special Education receiving occupational and extensive speech therapies. I 

would like to work with the Citywide Council on Special Education to continue to secure support for 

our children, to help facilitate every child with IEPs receiving the services they need no matter their 

district and work to maintain the confidence of students receiving services so they can reach their full 

potential. 
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Candidate   Tiffany Rich 

 DBN:  
  

09X199 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have no previous experience 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a parent who knows what it feels like to be the only person in the room advocating for her child. 

I've felt discouraged and at a complete loss trying to navigate through the rules and regulations put in 

place for students who require special education. I've often thought why were the powers that be 

making it so hard for me to help my child receive a good education. I was fortunate to meet people 

along my journey who helped me understand my rights as a parent and my child's rights as a student 

and because of that I was able to get my son the services he needs,though not perfect it's a start. I want 

to be a member of the CCSE because though I was fortunate enough to have help I know that there are 

hundreds of parents who continue to fight this battle on their own. I'd like to stand with them and be 

their voice; so that they no longer feel like they are the only person in the room advocating for their 

child's right to a great education. 

 

Candidate   Villard Richmond 

 DBN:  
  

22K217 

22K217 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Hi, I have two daughters. One is in the general education student and the other is in a special education 

settings.There are times when parents of kids with an I.E.P feels like their kids needs are not being 

meet and there rights are ignored. There are also times when parents believe that decisions were made 

prior to their child's I.E.P meeting and not in th best interest of their child. I have had parents came to 

me who simply didn't understand the whole process about an I.E.P. And didn't know what to do. As a 

parent with a child that has an I.E.P, I felt obligated to help as many people that I can. In doing so, I 

myself learnt a lot. When the school was correct I agreed. Sometimes the school is not always correct. 

As a result, in many cases I disagreed,until there were common grounds that benefitted the child. I 

believe I can make a difference on the community board for special education. I searved on my 

school's SLT team for two of the five years that my daughters attended. I have seen first hand the ups 

and downs of the system and where changes need to be made from a parent's point of view. In order 

for our kids to be successful in school we must first fix a system that is broken, and iI believe I know 

where we can start. 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Karina L. Rios 

 DBN:  
  

27Q207 

27Q207 

27Q317 

IEP:  No 

No 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have advocated for special education services for my daughter who is now in Pre-Kindergarten and 

has received speech and language services for about 2 years. She has required neurology appointments 

and assessments in order to qualify for services. I have also been on a learning experience with my 

oldest. My 9 year old son was recently diagnosed with ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 

Disorder) and has struggled to cope with symptoms of inattention, hyperactivity and impulsive behavior 

which presents as a barrier to his learning. We continue to work together both in the home and in 

school to address learning and promote progress. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I learned through my children’s daily struggles with their special needs that school programs, services 

and activities creates a foundation for learning that contributes to their educational maturity and overall 

psychosocial development. There was a time when I thought my voice was small, however, it has been 

growing and I hear it a lot more clearly these days, especially through my passion to advocate for 

extracurricular activities and group activities in my children’s schools. I strongly believe that children 

gain confidence, resilience and a sense of belonging through education on a variety of subjects and 

services. I feel empowered by knowing that my voice matters and that I can make a difference in New 

York City public schools. I believe that each parent has a vested interest in the education of their 

children, whether it be the mainstream classroom or other forms of education. Each parent, therefore, 

should be considered a stakeholder in their children’s education. They are the voice for which policy 

can become realized through funding of projects. I want to be a leader by cultivating that voice to 

promote change on a macro level and to help children with services they need to create a solid 

foundation for their future. 

 

Candidate   Lynnette Rivera 

 DBN:  
  

08X519 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have not participated in any school or community activities. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a Parent interested in helping my Daughter and her School. As Parents we want our Children to 

have the tools to succeed in life. There Education is our concern by helping the community and our 

school we help theme feel safe.Providing the Education our children needs by keeping them motivated 

in learning they will become Hope to our community. We can't let our children down by not doing 

nothing about there Future. As a mother I want our children to not become any more drop outs they 

are next generation of professionals. 
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Candidate   Lisa Rivera 

 DBN:  
  

07X298 

75X811 

07X359 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am presently the PTA President at PS 359. Previously PTA President at MS 298 and also 168 for 

District 75. I also am currently the community volunteer leader for City Harvest going on 10 years. I 

also hold a seat on SLT at PS 359 and I am also a Learning Leader. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I consider myself to be an advocate to my community. I have lived in my community for the past 28 

years with my four children's of who are special needs. My fellow member and family value my opinion 

and trust my judgment. I have worked with many organizations to better my community. I have been 

with city harvest for 10 years and a member of Learning Leader since 2013. While in city harvest I have 

helped hundreds of family with food situation. As a learning leader I have serviced my child school with 

volunteering in classrooms, lunch duty and office management. I am also the PTA President, member 

of the SLT, secretary of Title 1 committee and attendances all school safety meeting. As a parent with 

children with special need, am very well aware of issue and situations that I can help parents understand 

issue which they are not clarify with situation they have been having with their own children that they 

don't understand.. I consider myself worthy of this position, just because I have dealt with many issue 

that I do understand the rules and protocol when a child has an IEP (Individual Educational Program). 

 

Candidate   Nicole C. Robinson 

 DBN:  
  

26Q266 

26Q074 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I help organize sports events for my children's CYO basketball, track and swim teams. I help 

coordinate youth activities at my church. I 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a parent of a general education and special education student in District 26. I have very strong 

views on special education and Common Core. I had to fight very hard for my son to receive services 

that his school didn't want to provide. I want to help other parents attain the best education possible for 

their children 

 

Candidate   Yanilda Rodriguez 

 DBN:  
  

06M018 

06M018 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Jesennia Rodriguez 

 DBN:  
  

14K330 

14K586 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I participate at The School for the Urban Environment as a PTA member where I help organize 

school activities and events for the students and families. I am also the school vice president and 

treasurer where I would handle the money for school donations and earnings due to events. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Damaris Rodriguez 

 DBN:  
  

08X107 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Special education 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Milagros Rodriguez 

 DBN:  
  

10X020 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am a devoted volunteer worker. Since my kids started schools I had been part of the Learning Leader 

Volunteer Community. It might not be by choice but out of necessity. In order for me to make sure 

that my children get the services they are entitle to and as stated in their IEP I must be involved. That is 

how it stated but I felt in loved with working for students and parents. This current year I am PA 

Treasurer, Title 1 parent member and SLT parent member. Also, I had worked as a tutor in occasions 

for a salary but when the parent cannot afford to pay, I volunteer. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have a strong connection with educational matters. I love School and love children as well. I came to 

this country as an illegal alien when I was 27 years old. After having a career in my country, I came here 

to learn my ABCs and 123s all over again in a different language, of course. It was a challenge but I am 

still in the process of learning the new language and a new culture. Thank God I made it through 

college and got my BA from John Jay University. I just wanted all of you to know a little bit about 

myself and the reason why I think I am the perfect candidate to serve in an Education Council 

committee. In order to help my children I started getting involved in their education. After being 

around for a few years, my concern is no longer my children; all the students became my children and 

their parents my brothers and sister. I had worked as parent volunteer for more than 10 years. Through 

my journey I had learned that my community needs help, my students need help, my parents need 

help. I want to be the voice of those that cannot speak the language; I want to make sure parents 

understand their rights and choices. I want to be able to help shape Public Education in New York 

City!!! 
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Candidate   Illiana Rosario-Urban 

 DBN:  
  

08x312 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been a constant at my child's IEP meetings since the 4th grade . I have been an advocate for her 

as well as for anti bullying for not only my child but for students whom have disabilities. I also am a 

constant at all school activities such as parent teacher conferences, curriculum nights , art shows and 

talent shows. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am interested in becoming part of the education council because as a product of the public school 

system and a parent of two children in the system , I can provide a birds eye view on what a child with a 

hearing disability deals with on a daily basis in a high school environment. I have an understanding on 

how to school pressures affect a young person. On the other end I have a child in kindergarten whom 

is struggling , not due to being unintelligent but adjusting to structural learning and routine. I have 

always wanted to be a voice for children whether it be my own or others. I previously mentored at risk 

LGBT youth through , workshops , outreach and one on one discussions on Family , High school and 

College education, Career, , HIV awareness and STD'S. I Believe my experience and voice can be a 

great addition to the council. 

 

Candidate   Michelle Ross 

 DBN:  
  

11X127 

02M529 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

THE ONLY EXPERIENCE I HAVE RELATED TO MATTER IS DEALING WITH THE 

BOARD OF ED. IS FIGHTING FOR WHAT MY CHILDREN NEEDS ARE AS WELL AS 

WHAT THEY SHOULD HAVE. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Hello my name is Michelle Ross I am a full time working parent . Who believes it takes a Village to 

raise a Child. Our children are not making it pass 9th grade. And that's a problem. Our children don't 

even feel safe in school. Nobody care any more about our children of today. But I care about the 

children of today and I'm asking for your help. Let me talk for our children. We need each other to 

make it work for our children........It takes a Village. 

 

Candidate   Sarah Ruth-Gillis 

 DBN:  
  

13K008 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I volunteer regularly at PS 008 and in my daughter's ICT classroom. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have two daughters in the public elementary school system. One of my daughters is on an IEP and 

participates in an ICT classroom. Having researched and become involved in her program and 

progress, I would like to help work with the school and other parents to try and improve the program 

to meet children's needs as effectively as possible. I know it can be a frustrating experience for the 

parent and want to help address those concerns. 
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Candidate   Shafia Safdar 

 DBN:  
  

28Q217 

28Q217 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have never participated in any school-related, community or civic activities. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am passionate about Public Education. It is the best kind of education. 

 

Candidate   Nkolika Saintelus 

 DBN:  
  

84Q337 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Maria Salvador 

 DBN:  
  

15K169 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

PTA member for the past 3 years SLT member for the past year Learning Leaders for the past year 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I would like to bring more funds for our school district, specially for Special Education. I would like see 

better and improved curriculum for our Special Education students, and more technology for teachers 

and students working with Special Education students. Smaller classroom size in our special education 

classes and more teachers. Be the voice for parents who have children in special education. 
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Candidate   Sabrina Sanjurjo 

 DBN:  
  

04M700 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Family leader for cool culture- recruiting families to participate in museum/ cultural institution events & 

opportunities. Treasurer for D.A.P.C (Delegate Agency Parents Committee)- fundraising for East 

Harlem Bilingual Headstart, volunteer throughout school, create new policies/procedures for best 

practices. Mother of a child on the Autism spectrum- stood home &participated in counter hours of 

ABA Therapy, OT & speech therapy. Working independently with my daughter on behavior 

modification, learning techniques & strategies for better learning & social interactions 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a parent of a child going into the school system, I am excited to be on the front lines of her learning 

and opportunities/programs in her school district. Having worked intensively with her on her 

educational needs being apart of the special education committee is important as i am her best 

advocate. I have seen parents in the past railroaded and want to do my best to be informed as I can be 

and help other parents make informed decisions as well. Being instrumental in the types of practices, 

policies and procedures in the district will allow me to do that. 

 

Candidate   Emmanuel D Santos Duarte 

 DBN:  
  

10X008 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Peggy Sason 

 DBN:  
  

29Q181 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

N/A. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have a daughter with special needs. over the last few years dealing with tremendous stress and 

hardwork with finding the best education for my child, I find the passion and need to work with special 

education in any way possible. I will be privileged to work with an amazing group of fellow educators. It 

will be the greatest reward for me and inspiration for my child to help and see students with specail 

needs grow over an extended period of time. 
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Candidate   Neisha Seelal 

 DBN:  
  

16K057 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

 

Candidate   Sahara A Shackelford 

 DBN:  
  

13K020 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Currently, I am a class parent for both 4th grade classes at Clinton Hill. I am also active in the PTA and 

participate in event planning for the school. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As an active auntie-mom in my nephew's school, I believe that education is primal in his life. I not only 

believe this for him, yet I also believe this for his friends and classmates as well. This is why I make a 

conscious effort to be active and present in the school and also provide assistance to the hardworking 

teachers and staff. 

 

Candidate   James Sicilian 

 DBN:  
  

26Q188 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

In addition to serving as an officer in the FDNY, other community programs I have participated in are: 

"Stop Drop & Go" safety program, I have served as class parent, as well as been a lunch parent for 

recess time. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a member who works in and for the community I feel I would bring a unique perspective to the 

Council. I have been involved in community budget committee hearings as well as many Fire 

Department Policy regulating committees, so I am familiar with the politics surrounding a bureaucracy 

such as the DOE and welcome the challenges it brings to implement change. 
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Candidate   Pamela Siddiqui 

 DBN:  
  

21K121 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have become and advocate for my child as many parents do, out of necessity. I'm lucky enough to 

have had an education that allows me to do the best I can for my son, to make sure he gets what he 

needs to move forward, strengthening his weakness and being around people who utilize his strengths. I 

have been through hearings and a few short advocacy courses, but it is being around my son that 

reminds he can excel if he is challenged and we need this expectation for all children. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

A parent of a child with special needs automatically becomes an advocate. We have experienced many 

school settings and dealt with many levels of the department of education We must always be informed 

and diligent so that our children have chance at a bright future, as all the children of New York deserve. 

It is possible but there are no lobbyists on the parent's side, just us. We must make sure their needs are 

met and that they become life long learners! 

 

Candidate   Donna Silva 

 DBN:  
  

75R721 

75R721 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I' m office Manager At Medical Center, I give and help parents whose children have Speacial needs . I 

tried to help them by giving them the best information I have in order to best help them . I don't give 

my opinion Just Infromation. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a mom of 6 Children snd 2 Grandchildren My last three Children have SPEACIAL needs , 2 are 

in district 75. I have been Married For 32 years My Husband is a Lt. for the New York City Fire 

Department. I work at Beacon Christsin Community Health Center, for 9 years , as A Office 

Manger/Medical Asst. I attend All IEP meetings with my children, and tried to attend all workshops on 

Speacial needs So I can help my Children be the best they can be, also to survive in the world. 

 

Candidate   Talema Sims 

 DBN:  
  

07X670 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I worked as vice president for the Pta in 2010 

Personal 
Statement 

 

If I am selected for citywide education council my goals would be to help find solutions to some of the 

struggles our youth are having while in school. We need to let the young people know we are here to 

help and that they are not alone 
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Candidate   Kristine Singh 

 DBN:  
  

28Q121 IEP:  No ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Participated in school field trips, physical, occupational, speech therapy. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am applying for this position with my daughter in mind. She has been such an inspiration in 

overcoming struggles with her Cerebral Palsy. I would like to make a difference and help other parents 

of special needs children and children that are receiving general education. Our children are our future 

and I would like for them to have the best opportunities available to them. 

 

Candidate   Tetyana Sirman 

 DBN:  
  

84M523 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

As a preschool director at Farber-Bruch ECC/Marks JCH of Bensonhurst of 13 years, I deal with 

school-related community based issues on a daily basis. Under my leadership, the Farber-Bruch ECC 

created a safe learning environment with opportunities to explore, create, participate in fun learning 

activities, and socialize with other children and adults. Our preschool incudes and integrates 

developmentally advanced students, linguistically diverse learners whose language is one other than 

English, struggling students, students with disabilities, and mainstream students. As a preschool leader, I 

see families as vital partners in supporting children’s learning. Marks JCH Preschool has a reputation of 

a school supportive of children with disabilities. We work closely with SEITs, speech therapists, and 

occupational therapists. My own son Levy has been diagnosed with developmental delays at the age of 

18 months and I have first hand experience with Special Ed services. My family’s bumpy road to Levy’s 

success at SAUW, my work experience prove the importance of timely and proper support to children 

with special needs and their families. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My name is Tetyana Sirman. Born in Ukraine, I became a resident of NYC in 1996. I earned MS in 

Education and Graduate Honors from Brooklyn College in 2001. For the past 13 years, I am working 

as a preschool director for Marks JCH of Bensonhurst. My educational philosophy is grounded in 

research, best practices and experience. I believe in children’s capacity to learn and make 

developmental progress â€œregardless of economic, linguistic, and cultural differences or physical, 

learning, and emotional challengesâ€•. Excellent education, inspiring teachers, partnership between 

families and educators open doors to opportunities for all children. I am a parent of a 6 year old boy 

who was diagnosed with delays at 18 month of age. It took a lot of effort on behalf of many people to 

get my son where he is right now: learning, making jokes, and mostly staying out of trouble at school. I 

remember how vulnerable my husband and I felt when we had to ask for help, how much grit and 

support along the road was needed. I want to devote my knowledge, experience and intuition to the 

cause of improving people’s lives through improving our school system. It would be an honor to serve 

on CCSE or CEC#3 and be a part of the process. 
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Candidate   Yolanda  Solano 

 DBN:  
  

12X531 

12X536 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have attended PTA meetings, meetings led by the principal of 531, and IEP meetings of my children. 

I want to get involved with everything in regards to the school, and to learn how to help parents, like 

me, who have children with special needs and children without IEPs. My goal is to learn and share my 

experiences. Thank you. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Jin Song-Erdey 

 DBN:  
  

25Q219 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have always believed in serving the community and helping others. We, as a family, have been the 

members of College Point Civic Association and we always paid close attention to the interests of the 

public and the community. My husband and I were instrumental in installment of the speed bumps in 

2011 by rallying the public support and lobbying for the safety of the community's children with the 

local politicians. I also have volunteered in the activities at my son's school. I work as a social worker at 

the one of this community's major hospitals and I have always believed in serving the community and 

helping others on a professional level. Since I work closely with the children and families, I see the 

demands of the parents’ and families' needs for representation and I believe this opportunity will be the 

beginning in addressing this demand. On personal and professional level, I have familiarized in the 

special education system along with IEP process, especially since my son has been diagnosed with 

autism. Moreover, I am a first-generation immigrant, who navigated the education system for English 

Language Learners, and witnessed the challenges and difficulties as well as positive outcomes. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I strongly believe in education and that it is the individuals' and the society's responsibility to render the 

best education possible to our children. As I stated earlier, I have experienced the challenges in 

navigating the education system as a student of English Learner and also a mother of a student with an 

IEP. I also have closely worked with the children and families at work, who a lot of times, face the 

challenges as they address their education issues. On personal and professional level, I have seen the 

need and demand for guidance and representation for the parents’ of the children in the public 

education system. As with any parent of the children in the public school system, at times, the processes 

and the policy are difficult to understand and navigate without appropriate guidance and representation. 

I would be honored to serve on the Council to be able to represent those parents. 
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Candidate   Beth Sorlie 

 DBN:  
  

75M811 

84M430 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

My experience with special Ed students is that my two children are special needs and I go through 

anything to give them what they need in school/ education wise and I attend all meetings at the school 

in order to more info if I have no appointments going on 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

 

Candidate   Pamela Stewart 

 DBN:  
  

75X176 

08X119 

IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am the mother of 7 children, all of whom have attended public school at some point. I have attended 

PTA meetings and always willing to offer suggestions when requested. I have 3 children with learning 

differences and I feel I have a lot to contribute to the committee. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Paola Strand 

 DBN:  
  

27Q273 

27Q137 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have two children that have special needs, I volunteer in my kids school when they were little kids. I 

tried to help parent that have the same challenges with their kids like me. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I want to be there for the parents, specially for those parents from my latino community. 

 

Candidate   Howard Syriaque 

 DBN:  
  

06M008 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

i AM CURRENTLY A TREASURER AT MY SON'S PRE-K AT RENA DCC. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

MORE THAN EVER A CHILD'S EDUCATION SHOULD BE VALUED. THE PACE OF NEW 

TECHNOLOGY HAS SET OUR CHILDREN ON THE SPECTACULAR COURSE NEVER 

SEEN IN OUR LIFETIME. WE AS PARENTS MUST PREPARE THEM TO ACHIEVE THEIR 

GOALS AND SET A FOUNDATION THAT WILL REMAIN THROUGH THEIR LIFETIME. 
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Candidate   Barbara Syversen 

 DBN:  
  

24Q153 

24Q153 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a parent of 8 year old twins. I have one in the Talented and Gifted program and one with an IEP. 

Not only can I relate to parents of children in either of these categories, but I can also relate to the 

needs of the English Language Learners because I grew up in an non-English speaking household. I 

believe children benefit most when parents, educators and communities work together. 

 

Candidate   Ronnelle C. Thomas-Brunsiwkc 

 DBN:  
  

29Q208 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am active parent with the PTA at PS/IS 208. I work closely with other civic associations, churches and 

community groups. As a parent of an ASD child, I am also highly involved with the Special Education 

community. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a parent of a Special Needs child in District 29, I have quickly learned that the process of finding a 

school that will meet your child's needs is arduous. It is often difficult for parents to remain connected 

with their child's school, without making significant sacrifice. I would like to assist other parents in 

accessing the best possible and appropriate services for their children. 

 

Candidate   De'Anna L. Thomas Daniels 

 DBN:  
  

05M134 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

NYCHA Employee as Community Coordinator- Director of Afterschool, Teen Night Center & 

Operator of Summer Day Camp- 1999-2007 Member of PTA @ Bronx Prep Charter School - 2010-

2012 Vice President of PTA@ St. Hope Leadership Academy-2012-2013 

Personal 
Statement 

 

While I have not formally taught scholars in a classroom setting I consider myself an educator. I have a 

B. A. in English and a MFA in Writing and seek unique opportunities to enlighten youth through 

Creative Writing and Arts, but I've been so disillusioned by NYC's Department of Education's 

bureaucracy, and the state of youth in the classroom that I have not entered the classrooms. 

Additionally in the past five years I've been severely challenged in navigating through the D. O. E.'s 

systems to find an appropriate educational setting for my daughter. It has been hard and every second I 

am fearful of making yet another inadequate choice and my child is appearing to be more and more 

angry. I am blessed with good intentions and great ideas. Therefore I want to be on the Council to be 

the voice for children and parents like me who have difficulty placing their children where they need to 

be so they can excel and be their true selves. I also want to be able use my good intent toward actions, 

and my great ideas for the right solutions. 
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Candidate   Sophia Anneris Uddin 

 DBN:  
  

75Q075 

27Q254 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have participated in my daughter's birthday celebration and have partaken with the students and 

teachers in her class. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

During my daughter's schooling at The Rosa Park school, which belongs to District 75, my daughter 

has received all of the educational and emotional support she needs. Her IEP has allowed her to 

understand and make progress with her studies, and has also given her the opportunity to interact with 

students with the same or similar educational needs. My daughter is more confident and, more 

importantly, she no longer is exposed to being made fun of from other classmates. I am very happy 

with the services my daughter receives and, therefore, would like to give back to the community by 

contributing my time. 

 

Candidate   Marjorie Valentin 

 DBN:  
  

31R030 

31R460 

31R460 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Anne Van Der Veer 

 DBN:  
  

28Q144 

26Q186 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

As the parent of three children with special needs, I have been involved as an advocate at the individual 

and classroom level for eight years. At the school level, I have volunteered at fund-raising and school-

wide community events. I started a community listserv to connect families of children with special 

needs in the program at my child's school. I also volunteer with my children's youth soccer league. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My name is Anne Van der Veer, and I'm the parent of three children with special needs. My children 

have received services under the auspices of EI, CPSE and CSE, with placements ranging from general 

education with related services, to integrated co-teaching, to ASD Nest. I was motivated to volunteer for 

the CCSE by our family's challenging experiences within the system. I believe that we can do better â€“ 

that as a community, we can work to create more effective partnerships between schools and families, 

across the spectrum of services and needs. I would be honored to have this opportunity to serve as an 

advocate for children with special needs and their families at the citywide level. 
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Candidate   Marilyn Vasquez 

 DBN:  
  

14k071 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I be learned voluntary send 2003 i started work in PS 116 in the gym went my son started school in the 

1grades them he went to 384 cooper st and i was working like parent voluntary helping the children in 

the class was 1 grades and my other son was in another school PS 45 i was working like voluntary inside 

classroom and workshop,PTA,SLT,and helping the teacher went they going to a trip and anything they 

need me to be helpful and now my two son they going to high school they don't have parent voluntary 

but i ask the library if she need any help and she say yes i be helping send two year and also 

SLT,meeting and also I be voluntary in the church saint francis i try to get busy. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Iam a person the aways with my two son my two son they especial need and away I be helping my kid 

all the time I like to help the community especial the school to do something better all the time went 

they do workshop all parent conferences I aways there so i could bring to school any information for 

school and for the children I apply for this position to see what i could learn and give for department 

education.thank 

 

 

Candidate   Denise Vazquez 

 DBN:  
  

84Q298 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

N/A 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I want to serve has a education council or a special education council, because i served last year as a 

member and I enjoy serving my time with the councils, also as a parent of a special need daughter i 

could be a voice to help other parent and thier children that has the same needs and support. i'm also a 

biligule speaking parent. I could help parents that lack the english speaking and I could help them with 

problems they may be having or have in school. 

 

Candidate   Maira Veras 

 DBN:  
  

09X035 

09X035 

IEP:  No 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

During the years of obtaining my Social Work degree I interned at a foster care agency, in which I 

assisted parents advocate for their children rights. I my current employment, I work with children who 

are developmentally delayed, severely emotionally disturbed or medical fragile, in which I coordinate 

services with school and assist parent obtain the services needed fro their children. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a Hispanic mother and a Social Worker who has witnessed the broken educational system and how 

it impacts the lives of our children (the minorities), is my motivation to wanting to form part of the 

education council. I want to help raise better standards, and advocate for better education. I believe 

(personal statement) that we all, and most definitely our children needs, better yet deserves a good 

education. A good education should not be denied, nor mishandled down with poor structure and 

standards that welcomes failure. Failure to strive and failure to be more, that leads to more drop outs, 

less educated individual and a hopeless future. 
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Candidate   Melody Walton 

 DBN:  
  

04M372 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am currently a member of the SLT committee at Esperanza Preparatory Academy, my daughter's 

high school. I also volunteer for the PTA in the same school. I am the building representative of my 

Co-op bldg. which consists of 120 apartments. On any given day of the week you will probably find me 

helping my neighbors with whatever they may need. If i can help someone, I will.. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Throughout my experiences with people i find myself to be passionate and quite assertive with 

completing the task at hand! 

 

Candidate   Rhonda Watson-Greene 

 DBN:  
  

22K251 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

PTA Vice President 2014-present PTA President 2013-2014 CERT Member Learning Leader School 

Leadership Team 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Greetings, my name is Rhonda Watson-Greene. I am applying for a position on the CCEC because I 

would like to make a difference in the lives of children and the way they are learning. My goal is to 

work with others to implement different programs that will make all of our children academically 

successful. As a mother of 3, a 20 year old son and twin girls who are 7 years old, I see the difference in 

how they are taught and how it impacts their learning. When my son was in the 2nd grade the lessons 

were more in depth; now 13 years later, my daughters begin a lesson on Monday, and are only given 

about a week to learn it. I have discussed this with many other parents and they have shared their 

concerned with me about this issue. This is something I would like see changed in our school system. 

My educational background consist of a Bachelors in Business Administration and a Masters in Public 

Administration. I will be returning to school this summer to achieve a double Masters in Education and 

Theology. I hope that I would be given the opportunity to bring about change to help our children 

become the best students they can be. 

 

Candidate   Mark Weber 

 DBN:  
  

26x415 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

My son Tristen recently has moved from NJ to NY to live with me and has a current IEP from NJ . I 

would like to be involved and believe I can be an asset. I have volunteered at a Brooklyn middle school 

to speak with children on drug awareness and identification in the past. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am thankful for the opportunity to be considered for this position. I have worked with children and 

teens throughout my 24 plus years of service with the NYPD. I have worked with children in the 

community I live to bring awareness and understanding of Detective work along with community 

involvement. 
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Candidate   Pamela White 

 DBN:  
  

08X345 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Parent Council, Learning Leaders, Volunteer club, Volunteer at Food Pantry, Volunteer at Dress for 

Success. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a Parent of a student in Middle school. My goal is to make sure ALL students have the 

opportunity to excel in all subjects and has an opportunity to participate in a sport and be a part of any 

arts and recreational programs in the city. 

 

Candidate   Erona S. White 

 DBN:  
  

05M154 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have been part of C.S. 154 for almost 12 years an activate parent. I've been the PTA and SLT. I want 

to see changes when it comes to not only with the general education but especially special education. 

I've seen that they have been excluded from things I want to see improvements in that 

 

Candidate   Ericka L. Williams 

 DBN:  
  

29Q238 

29Q116 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL N/A 

N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

CEC29Q council from 2011- present, I have recently completed the IEP Parent Member training for 

the Special Education Committee in January 2015, Actively participated in the CEC 29Q Back to 

School Event at IS 59 2014, Actively participated in the Annual CEC 29Q Science Fair 2014, Actively 

participated in PTA Workshop 2014 at IS 59. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I currently serve on the CEC 29Q council; I have been on the council since 2011 and I have recently 

been appointed as secretary for the 2013 - 2015 term. I enjoy sitting on the council; there has been 

many milestones that I was a part of such as voting to bring Middle School choice to District 29, Special 

Education Forums and informing the community of initiatives that would help our children, parents, 

teachers of District 29Q. I have two children with IEP's who receive special education services and 

because of that I believe parent advocacy is the key to ensure they receive a fair education. This is a 

volunteer position and I know that I may not be able to get to everyone but I want to at least try by 

reaching out to the community by phone, email and/or meetings. Information is the key! and when you 

are informed half the battle is over! 
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Candidate   Allen D. Williams, Sr. 

 DBN:  
  

29Q156 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am the co-founder of the MLK book club in my home on Saturdays once a month for children with 

disabilities in addition to students in general education classes that need assistance in reading. This 

program requires parents to read with their children first half an hour and then a feature parent reads a 

book aloud to students inviting questions and answers assist children’s comprehension and fluency. 

This book club with the assistance of my wife establishes a culture of reading in the District 29 

community. I volunteered as parent when my son attended QSAC. I participated in several Autism 

walks as well as assist students in the classroom that had socialization issues. Also, as a parent of a child 

with a disability, I volunteered my time to attend every classroom trip for my son. I assisted the teacher 

in organizing the trips as well as ensuring that the students had the necessary tokens and rewards they 

needed to assist their behavioral needs. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a believer in education for all students. There is no timetable for education. I decided after I was 

married and had my first son that I should go back and seek a degree in higher education. During my 

college tenure, I continued to work full time and received the information that my oldest son was 

diagnosed with Asperger's Syndrome. This information was never difficult for me to accept. As I 

looked to find solutions in ways to assist my son in his academic and social growth. I have always 

believed in a person’s potential. My motto is that "whatever your potential is today, you will be beyond 

it by the end of the year". I have believed in myself, my family and my children (one child on the 

Autism spectrum and the other child with speech delays). I desire to serve on this council initiating 

inclusivity for all students with disabilities. Every child should have access to varieties of resources that 

prepare them for their future. I want to use my skills as a manager, organizer and a father to assist 

parents and communities within the city to impact the lives of their children. With this said, I want to 

assist on this council and show that all students with disabilities have potential, power and possibilities. 

 

Candidate   Valerie V. Williams 

 DBN:  
  

75M094 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been an Advocate for Children with Disabilities for over 12 years. I was the PTA/ PA President 

for 094M - the Spectrum School from 2009 2013, and then I was elected to District 75 CEC 2013- 

2015. During my time on the current council: I have helped numerous parents to receive the services, 

placement and therapies for their students throughout District 75. I have also testified in numerous 

hearings in Albany & at the New York City Council in reference to Instruction & Literacy for Students 

with Special Needs. I have also given statements in various Press Conferences in support of Children 

with Special Needs concerning Busing, Co-Location, Instruction, Literacy and Related Services. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am an Entrepreneur with my own Grant Writing Firm, and I have a Masters of Science in 

Entertainment Business; as well as a Bachelor of Science in International Business. I have written 

Grants, and I have an much more than average understanding about Budgets and the Allocation of 

funds. I believe that everyone has a disability, and that all children can be taught. I am a strong advocate 

for Parent Participation and for the Parents to understand the Power they possess. As a Parent You 

Must Stand Up For Your Childs Best Interest, NEVER SETTLE FOR CRUMBS!!!!!!! 
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Candidate   Natasha Wong 

 DBN:  
  

22K217 IEP:  Yes ELL N/A 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I've worked with children who live with autism. I've helped raised funds for my child's preschool and 

have participated in workshops at my child's current school. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

NYC parents of children with special needs are some of the most effective advocates I've ever seen. 

While not intentional, trying to navigate the Committee for Special Education can be daunting. A less 

complicated application process is needed. I am a true believer in advocacy. If elected, I will use all the 

skills I've gained advocating for my child to advocate for your children. 

 


